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To all Parents, Schobl-Maſters, and 


 School-Miftreſſes, or any that are 


concerned in the EDUCATION of 


C Children, 


Dear F riends, | 


- take this child, and nurſe it for me. Con- 
ſider what a precious jewel is committed to your 


charge, what an advantage you have to ſhew your _ 
love to Chrif?, to ſtock the next generation with 


noble plants, and what a joyful Account you may 
make, if you be faithful: Remember, ſouls, Chriſt 


and grace cannot be overvalued. I confeſs you 
have ſome mh but let that only excite _ 
lvation of ſouls, the com 

mendation of your maſter, the greatneſs of your | 
reward and everlaſting glory, will pay for all. Re- 


your diligence ; the ſa 


member the devil is at work hard, wicked ones are 
induſtrious, and a corrupt nature 1s a rugged, knot- 
ty piece to hew: But be not diſcouraged: I am al- 


moſt as much afraid of your lazineſs and unfaithful- 
neſs, as any thing. Do but go to work in good ear- 


neſt, and who knows but that rough ſtone may prove 


a pillar in the temple of God? In the name of the 
„„ | living 
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bar, 
and catechiſing your young ones; if you think 
am too peremptory, I pray read the command 
from my maſter himſelf, Deut. vi. 7. Is not the 
duty clear? and dare you neglect ſo direct a com- 
mand ] Are the ſouls of your childrenof no value? 


mm Parents and - 
living God, as you will anſwer it ſhortly as kis 
7 command you to be faithful in REEL 


Are you willing that they ſhould be brands of hell? 


Are you indifferent whether they be damned or 


-faved? Shall the devil run away withthem without 
controul ? Will not you uſe your utmoſt endea our 
to deliver them from he wrach to come? You ſee 


that they are not ſubjects uncapabieot the grace of 


God; whatever you think of them, Ciriit doth 


not ſlight them ; they are not too little to die, they 
are not too little to go to hell, they are not too 
little co ſerve their great maſter, too little to go to 
heaven: For of uch is the kingdom of God; and 
will not a poſſibility of their converſion and ſalva- 
tion, put you upon the greateſt diligence to teach 
them? Or are Chriſt and heaven, and ſalvation, 
mall things with you ? if they be, then indeed I 
have done with yuu: but if they be not, I beſeech 
ou lay about you with all your might; the devil 


nows your time is going apace, it will ſhortly be 


too late. O therefore what you do, do quickly, 
and do it I fay, with all your might; O pray, 
pray, pray, and live holily before them, and take 


ſome time daily to ſpeak a little to your children, 


one by one, abouttheir miſerable condition by na- 
ture; I knew a child that was converted by this 


ſentence, from a godly ſchool-miſtreſs in the coun- 
try, Every mother's child of you are by nature chil- 


Lien , wrath. Put your children upon learning 


their catechiſm, and the ſcriptures, and getting to 


pray and weep by themſelves after Ci. 5 
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5 Teachers of Children. 
keed of their company; take heed of pardoning 
a lxe; take heed of letting them miſ-ipend the 
ſabbath ; pat them, I bele:ch you, upon imi— 
tating theſe ſweet children; let them read this: 
book over a hundred times, and obſerve how they 
are affected, and ask them what they think of thote 
children, and whether they would not be ſuch? and 
tollow wha, you do with earneſt cries to God, and 
be in trave to ſee Chriſt formed in their ſculs. 1 
have prayed for you, I have oft prayed for your 
children and 1 love them cearly; and I have pray- 
ed over theſc papers, that God would ſtrike in 
with them, and make them effectual to the good 
of their ſouls. Incourage your children to read 
this book, and lead them to improve it. What is 
preſented, is faithfully taken from experienced, 
{olid chriſtians, ſome of them no way related tothe 
children, who themſelves were eye and ear wit- 
neſſes of God's works of wonder; or from my own 


| knowledge, or from reverend godly miniſters, and 


from perſons that are of unſpotted reputation, for 
holineſs, integrity, and wiſcom ; and teveral paſſa- 
ges are taken wverb2/im in writing from their dying 
lips. I may add many other excellent examples, 
it I have any encouragement in this piece, which- 
the author had done, in the Second Part. That the 
young generation may be far more excellent than- 


this, 15 the prayer of one that dearly loves little. 


children. 
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| PREFACE 


Containing | 


: 4 0 U miy new bear (my dear lambs) ade 


b. ber good children baue done, and remem- 


5 ber horw they æuept and prayed by them- 
ſel ves? how earneſily they cried out for au interefl 


in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; may you now read hew 
dutſul they were to their parents? how diligent at 


their boobs? haww ready to learn the ſcripture and 


their catechiſms ?® Can you forget ac hal queſitons they 
 awers wort to aſk? How much they feared a lye, 
| bow much they abhorred nauzhty company, how helily 
they lived, how dearly they <were loved, how juyfully 
they died ? nr pr FT i om. 
But tell me, my dear children, and tell me truly, 


do you do as theſe children did? Did you ever ſee your 


miſerable ſlate by nature? Did you ever get by yourſelf 
and weep for fin and pray for grace and pardon ? Did 
you ever go to your father and mother, maſier and miſ- 
treſi, and beg of them to pity you, and pray for you, and 


to teach you what you hall do to be ſaved, what 


you ſhall do to get Chriſt, heaven and glory? _ 


: 
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The Preface. 


hea dr to be taught good things ? Come tell me 
truly, my dear child, for I would fain do what I 


can poſſubly to keep thee from falling into everlaſt- 
ing fire. I would fain have thee one of theſe lit- 


tie ones, which Chriſt awill take into his arms and 
| blefs. How deft thou ſpend thy time? Is it in play 
aud idleneſs, and with wicked children? Dare y 


take God's name in vain. or favear, or tell a lye 4 


Dare you. do any thing achich your parents forbid you 
and nmeglet to do what they command you? Do 


you dare to run up and down upon the Lord's day? 


| Or ao you heep in to read your book, and to learn 
what your. good parents command you? What do you 
fay, child? Which of theſe taco ſorts are you of f_ 
Let me talk a litile with you, and ast you a jrw 
1. Were not theſe children ſcbeet children, uhich 
feared God, and were dutiful ta their parents? 
Did not their fathers and mothers, and every Lody 
that fears God, love them and praiſe them ht 


do you think is become of them, now they are dead 


and gone Why, they are gone to heaven, and are 
Auging hallelujahs with the angelt: they fee glori- 
ous things, and having nathing but joy and pleaſure, 
they Hall never fin any more, they fat! never be 
beat any more, they ſhall never be fick, or in pain 


2. And awould you not have your fatiers bowe, 
your mothers commendation, your maſters good word ? 
Would you nat hade God and Chriſt lowe you? And 
would not you Jain go to heaven ewhen you die? Aud 
live with yaur godry parents in glory, and be hafty 
for ever? * CE Re é„cõ²t 
8. M bitber, do you think, thoſe children go when 

they dis, that awill not do what they are bid, but 

play the truant, and lie, and ſpeak naughty words. 
| ee we ea oo nyo 
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The Preface. b 
and break the ſabbath liter do fach children 


eo, do yruthink? ay, I evil tell cu, they auhich 


lie, muſt go to their father the deal into everlaſting 


| Purmng ; they which newer pray, God will pour cut 


Lis arramh upon them; end u hen they beg and pray 
in kl fire, God ati not forgive them, but there 
they mult liz for ever. GE a „ 
4. Ard are jor uiliing to go to bell to be burned 


_ with the demil and his angels ? Would you be in the 
ame condition as naughty children ? O hell is 4 ter- 
rille place, that's worſe a thauſand times than whip- _ 
fing God's unger is worſe than your father's anger; 


and are yuu willing ta anger God? O child, this is 


mad certainly true, that all that le wicked and die fo, 


muſt be turned into bell; and if any be once there, 


there is no coming cut again 


5. Vauld you not do any thing in the world rather 


than be thrown into hell fire? Wauld you not do any || 
thing in the world ty get Chrift, grace and gti. 


6. Well now, what will you da? auill you read 


this book a little, becauſe your geod mother will make 
| you do it, and becaufe it is a little new book, but as 


ſcon as ever you have done, run away to play, and 


never think of it ? | . e 
7. Heavy art thou now affected, poor child, in the 


reading of this book ? Have you ſhed ever a tear ſince 


you began reading? Hawe you been by yourſelf upon | 


your knees ; and begging, that God awould make you 
like theſe bleſſed children ® Or are you, as you uſed to 


be, as carelejs and fooliſh, and dijobedient, and wicked 


as ever © 


8. Did you never hear of a little child that died ? [ 


| And if other children die, a may not you be fack and . 


gie? And what avill yeu do then, child, if you ſhould 
{ ave no grace in your heart, and be found like other 

naughty chilgreu ? | „ — 
| 9. How 


þ YE ——_—_ 


The Preface. 


485 9. How do you know but that you may be the nent 


child that may die? And where are you then if you be 
mt God's h, 1 „ 
10. Wilt thou tarry any linger, my dear child, 


| before thou run into thy chamber, and beg of God to 
give thee Chrift for thy ſoul, that thou mayſi not 


be undone for ever? Wilt thou get preſently into a 
corner to weep and pr ay? Methinks I ſee that pretty 


lamb begin to reep, and think of getting by himſelf, © 
and will, as well as he can, cry unto the Lord, to 


male him one of thoſe little ones that go into the 


kingdom of heaven ; methinks there flands a feet © 
child, and there another, that are reſolved for Chriſt 


and for heaven: methinks that little boy looks as if 


| he had a mind to learn good things : methinks I hear 


one ſay, ewwell, I will newer tell a he more, I wuill 
never keep any naughty bays company more, they will 


teach me to frear, and they will ſpeak naughty 


words, Il ey do not love Goa? Ii learn my cate- 
chiſm, and get my mother to teach me to pray, and 


 avill go weep and cry to Chriſt, and will not be quiet 


till the Lord hath given me grace. O thet's my brave - 
oo =. en Coen nl nr TY 
11. But will you not quickly forget your promiſe ? 


Are you reſol ved, by the ſ/rength of Chriſi, io be a god 


child? Are you indeei ? Nay, but are you indeed“ 
Confider, dear child, God call; you to remember your 
Creator in the days of your youth ; and he lakes it 
kindly auben little ones come to him, and loves them 
dearly, and godly people, eſpecially parents, and maſ- 
ters and miſtreyſes, they gue no greater joy than to 
ſet their children <walk ii the way of truth, 

Nov tell me, my pretty dear child, what will you do? 
Shall I make you a book ? Shall I pray for you, and in- 


treat you ? Shall your goed mother aweep over you ? And £ 


auiit not you make us all glad, by your turning quick- 


The Preface. 

ly to the Lord ? Shall Chriſt tell you that he will lout 
you ? And avill not you love him? Mill you firive ts 
te like thoſe children? I am perſuaded that God in- 
 Frnis to do good to the ſouls of fome little children by 
theſe papers, becauſe he hath laid it ſo much upon my 
heart ta pray fer them, and over theſs papers, and © 
 ther:ugh mercy bade already experienced, that fome- 
thing of this nature hath nct been in Vain, 1 fhall 
my a aber of directions, and ſo leave you. . 
1. Take heed of wuhat you know is naught, as ly- 


| word, and taking the Loris name in vain, and play- 
ing ien the Lerd's day, and keeping bad company, 
and tlaying with ungodly children : But if you go 1 
Jchool eith ſuch, tell them, that God will not love 
tbem, but that the devil awill ba de them, if they cen- 
rinue to be fo naught. 
23. Do what your father and cocker bids you ' chear- © 
fully; and take heed of dai Yay thing that they ks 
Lid . 0 
3. Bs diligent in reading the ſeripture, and learn- 
ins your catechiſm; and what you do not . | 
| beſure ak the meaning of. | 
4. Think @ little ſometimes by — about Ged | 
and heaven, and your ſoul, and har 1 came in- 
to the uorld for, | 
5 And if you have no great wind. + 45 - 
but had rather be at play, then think, achat it is 
' that wales me that I do not care for good things; 
\ 3s this like one of God's dear children? I am afraid 
1 am none of God's child, I feel I do not love to 
come unto him: O! N bat ſhall I do! Either I 
ail be God's child or the devil's : O what Soall [ 
do ? I cuould not oe the devil 5 chile for any thing in 
the world. 
| 6. Then 


2g; O tat is a grievous fault indeed, and naughty | 


wangen, RRR 


The Preface. 
6. Ther go to your 


| good perſon, and aſt # abs aubat the fha't da to be 
857 's child; and tell them that thou art afraid, and 


that thou cauſt not be contented till theu hafl get the 
e of Gol. 
. by ei, into the chamber or garret, and 
all apan thy knees, and weep aud mourn, aud tell Chrift 
 thau art afraid that be dub nut [we thee, but thit _ 
ib ju awould fatn have his owe ;; beg of him to gi de thee 
| his grace and pardon for thy ins, and that he would 
make thee his child: 2 God thou doft not care æ 
don't love thee, if Gad will but lowe thee, [ay to him, 
father, haſt thou not a bleſſing for me toy poor little 
child? Father, haſt thou not a b.effeng for me, even 
for ne? O give me an intereſt in Chriſt! O let me 
not be undone for ever ! Thu; beg, as for your lives _ 
and te nat contented till you have an anſwer ; and do 


thus every day, with as mech ear get as = can, 


tavice a-day at leaſt... 
8. G yourſelf up to Chr tp F ay p Feſar, thou 7 
diait bid that little children thould be ſufered to came 


unto thee, and Lord, I am came as <veil as | can, 1 


ewould fain be thy child; take my heart, and make it 
humble, and meek, and ſenſi ble, and obedient. I give 
myſelf unto thee, dear Jeſus, do what thou wilt with 


me, fa that thou aulit but love me, and 1 ve me thy 


grace and glory. 


. Get acquarnted with godly prop le, and aſt | 
them good queſtions, and endeavour to love their 
o  '/ ; 
10. Labour to get a dear love FI Ch riſe; : owl the 


hiſtory of Chriſt's ſufferings, and aſk the reaſon of his 
ſufferings, aud never be content till you jee your need 


of Chriſi, and the excellency and uſe of Cyriſt. 


11. Hear the moſt * —_— s, and at 
the 


father or mat her, or ſome 
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The Preface. 
the moſt ſearching book, and get your father to buy you 
ſich as are ſerious and inſtructie. | 3 
12. Reſalve to continue in well-doing all your days 3 © 
then thou ſhalt be one of thoſe ſaweet little ones that 
 Chrift wwill take into his arms, and bleſs, and give 
_ fingdom, crown and glory to. And now dear obil= 
dren I have done, I have written to you, 1 have pray- 
ed for you ; but what you twill do, I can t tell. 
chilaren, if you love me, if you love your parents, if 
jou love your ſouls, if you would eſcape hell fire, and 
i you would live in beaven when you die, do you 7 
and do as theſe goed children. And that you 1 ay be 
your parents joy, your country's honour, and live in 
Gad's fear, and die in his love, is the prayer of your 

dear friend, 5 8 3% ͤ ] 
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The Firſt Part. 5 


e 
07 one eminently converted, between ei ght and - 
nine years old, with | an account t of her li life and 


death. 


RS. Sarab Howley, when the was . 
eight and nine years old, was carried by her 
friends to hear a ſermon, where the miniſter preach- 
ed upon Mat. xi. 13. My yoke is eaſy, and my burden 
it light : in the applying of which ſcripture, this 


child was mightily awakened,and made deeply fen= 15 


ible of the condition of her ſoul, and her need of 
Chriit ; ſhe wept bi. terly to think what a caſe ſhe 
was in; and went home and got by herſelf into a 
chamber, and upon her knees ſhe wept and cried 
to the Lord as well as ſhe could, which might 
' eafily be perceived by her eyes and countenance. 
2. She was not contented at this, but ſhe got her 
little brother and filter into a chamber with her, and 
told them ot their condition by nature, and wept 
over them, and yy ed with them and for them. 


3- After 


2 A Token 

3- —_ this ſhe heard another ſermon upon Pro- 
xxix. 1. He that, being often reproved, hardneth his 
heart, Ball fuddeniy be deſiroyed, and that awithout 
remedy : at which ſhe was more affected than before, 
and was fo exceeding ſollicitous about her foul 


that the ſpent a great part of the night in weeping 


and praying, and could ſcarce take any reſt day or 


night for ſome time together, deſiring with all her 


foul to eſcape from everlaiting flames, and to get an 
intereſt in the Lord eus; O what ſhould the do for 
Chriit ! what ſhould ſhe 4o to be ſaved ? | 


4. She gave hc:{elf much to attending upon the 


word preached, and ſtill continued very tender un- 


der it, greatly ſavouring what ſhe heard. 
5. She was very much in ſecret prayer, as might 


ea ly be perceived by thoſe who liftened at the 


chamber door, and was uſually very importunate, 
ſull of tears. 

6. She could ſcarce freak of ſin, or be ſpoke to, 
: but her heart was ready to melt. 


dhe ſpent much time in reading the ſeripture, | 


7. 
and a book called The beſt friend in the avorſt of 
times; by which the work of God was much pro- 


moted upon her ſoul, and was much directed by it 


| how to get acquaintance with God, eſpecially to- 


ward the end of that book. Another book that- 
ſhe was much delighted with, was Mr. Swinnocts 


Chriſtian Man's Calling, and by this ſhe was taught 
in this meaſure to make religion her buſineſs. The 
| Spiritual Bee was a great companion of hers, 

8. She was excecding dutiful to her parents, very 
loath to grieve them in the leaſt; and if ſhe had at 


any time (which was very rare) offended them ſhe. 


would weep vitterly, _ 
9. She abhorred lying, and allowed herſelf i * 
no known in. 


10. 1 
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10. She was very conſcientious in ſpending of 


time, and hated idleneſs, and ſpent her whole time 


either in praying, reading, inſtructing at her needle, 
at which the was very ingenious. 

11. When ſhe was at ſchool, ſhe was eminent for 
her diligence, teachableneſs, meekneſs and modeſty, 
ſpeaking little; but when ſhe did ſpeak, it Was 
uſually ipiritual. 


12. She cantinccd. is this cnwele of religious 


duties for ſome years together. 


13. When ſhe was about fourteen years old, ſhe 


brake a vein in her lungs (as is ſuppoſed} and oft 
did ſpit blood, yet did a little recover agen, | our 


had ſeveral dangerous relapſes. 


14. At the beginning o January laſt ſhe was 


taken very bad again, in which ſickneſs ſhe was 


in great diſtreſs of ſoul. When ſhe was firſt taken 
ſhe ſaid, O mother, pray, pray, pray for me, for 
Satan is ſo buſy that I cannot pray for myſelf; I 
ſee I am undone without Chriſt, and'a pardon! O, 


Jam undone unto all eternity ! 


Her mother knowing how ſerious ſhe had: 
Re. formerly, did a little wonder that the ſhould 
be in ſuch agonies: upon which her mother asked 
her what fin it was that was ſo burthenſome to her 
ſpirits : O mother, ſaid ſhe, it is not any particular 
fin of omiſſion or commiſſion, that fticks ſo cloſe. 
to my conſcience, as the ſin of my nature; with- 
out the blood of Chriſt, that will damn me. he 
16. Her mother asked her, what ſhe ſhould pray 
for, for her; ſhe anſwered, That 1 may have a 
ſaving knowledge of fin and Chriſt : and that I 
may have an aflurance of God's love to my foul. _ 
Her mother asked her why ſhe did ſpeak ſo little 
to the miniſter that came to her? She anſwered, 


that it was her duty with patience and filence to 


learn | 


4 A Token 


learn of them : and it was exceeding — to her 


to ſpeak to any. 
17. One t me when he fell into a fit ſhe cried 


out, O l am going, I am going: but what ſhall 1 


do to be ſaved ? Sweet Lord Jeſus | will lye at 


thy feet, and if I periſh i it ſhall be at the fountain of 
thy mercy. 


18. She was much afraid of veclumption, and 


he a miſtake in the matters of her ſoul, and 
would be often putting up ejaculations to God, to 


deliver her from deceiving herſeif. To inſtance in 
one . (Great and mighty God, give me faith and 


true taith, Lord, that I may not be a fooliſh virgin, 
- 1 a lamp and no oyl. 


. She would many times be laying hold upon 


the promites, and plead them in prayer. That 
in Mat. xi. 28, 29. was much on her tongue, and 


no ſmall reliet to her ſpirit, How many times 
would ſhe cry out, Lord, haſt thou not faid, Come 
unto me all je that are weary and heavy laden, and 2 


rb give yon reit. 


20. Another time her father bid her be of good | 
cheer, becauſe ſhe was going to a better father; 
at which ſhe was much affected, and faid, but 


how do | know that? Jam a poor ſinner that 
wants aſſurance; O for aflurance ! It was ſtill her 


note, O for aſſurance. This was her great, earneſt 


-_ conſtant requeſt, to all that came to her, to 


| * Spar ar for her; and, poor heart, ſhe would 
with fo much eagernets upon them as it ſhe 


| 1 * nothing in the werid fo much as that they 
would pity her, and help her with their prayers; 


never yas poor creature more earneſt for any thing, 
than ſhe was for an allurance, and the light of 
God's countenance ; O the piteons moan that ſhe 


| would make! l O the agonies that her ſoul was in. 


21. Her 
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21. Her mother asked her; if God ſhould ſpare 
her life, how ſhe would live? Truly mother, ſaid 


ſhe, we have ſuch baſe hearts, that I cannot tell; 


| we are apt to promiſe great things when we are 
ſick, but when we are recovered, we are as ready 


to forget our ſelves, and turn again unto folly ; but 


| I hope I thall be more careful of my time, and my 
| foul, than I have been. GEE os 


22. She was full of natural affection to her pa- 


rents, and very careful leſt her mother ſhould be 
tired out with much watching: her mother ſaid, 
how ſhall I bear parting with thee, when I have 
ſcarce dryed my eyes for thy brother ? She an- 
ſwered, the God of love ſupport and comfort you: 
it is but a little while, and we ſhall meet in glory, 


I hope. She being very weak, could ſpeak but 
little, therefore her mother ſaid, child, if thou haſt 


any comfort, lift up thy hand ; which ſhe did. 


23. 'The Lord's day before that in which ſhe 


died, a kinſman of hers came to fee her, and ask- 
ing of her, whether ſhe knew him; fhe anſwered, 
5 U I know you, and J defire you would learn to 
know (hriſt; you are young, but you know not 


how ſoon you may die; and O to die without 


Chriſt it is a fearful thing: O redeem time! O 


time, time, time, precious time] Beiny requeſted 
by him, not to ſpend herſelf, the iaid, ſhe would 


fain do all the good ſhe could while ſhe lived, and 


when ſhe was dead too, if poſſible , upon which 
account, ſhe deſired that a ſermon might be 
preached at the funeral concerning the preciouſneſs 
of time. O that young ones would now remem- 
ber their ereatoer r! 
24. Some miniſters that came to her, did with 
earneſtneſs beg that the Lord would pleaſe to give 


her ſome token for good, that the might go off 


triumph- 
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triumphing, and bills of the ſame nature were ſent 


to ſeveral churches. 5 

25. After ſhe had long waited or an anſwer of 
their prayers, ſhe (aid, Neu, 77 venture my foul 
pon Chriſt. e 88 


26. She carried it with wonderful patience, and 
yet would often pray that the Lord would give her 


more patience, which the Lord anſwered to aſtoniſh- 
ment; for conſidering the pains and agonies that 


ſhe was in, her patience was next to a wonder: 
Lord, Lord, give me patience, ſaid ſhe, that I may 
not diſhonour thee. DO oe pe 5 
27. Upon Fhurſaay, after long waiting, great 
fears, and many prayers, when all her friends 


thought ſhe had been paſt ſpeaking, to the aſ- 


toniſhment of her friends ſhe broke forth thus, 
with a very audible voice, and chearful counte- 
nance : Lord, thou haſt promited, that whoſoever 
comes unto thee, thou wilt in no ways caſt out; 
Lord, I come unto thee, and ſurely thou wilt 
in no ways caſt me out. © ſo ſweet! O ſo glo- 
rious is Jeſus! O, I have the ſweet and glorious 
Jeſus; he is ſweet, he is ſweet, he is ſweet! O 
the admirable love of God in ſending Chriſt! O 
free grace to a poor loſt creature! And thus ſhe 
ran on in repeating many of theſe things an hundred 
times over; but her friends were ſo aſtoniſhed to 
ſee her in this divine rapture, and to hear ſuch 


gracious words, and her prayers and deſires ſatiſ- 


fed, that they could not write a quarter of what 
the ſpoke. | „ | 


28. When her ſoul was thus raviſhed w ith the 


love of Chriſt, and her tongue ſo highly ingaged 
in the magniſying of God, her father, brethren 
and fifters, with others of the family, were called, 
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to whom ſhe ſpake particularly, as her ſtrength 
would give leave. She gave her bible as a legacy 
to one of her brothers, and deſired him to uſe 


that well for her ſake ; and added, to him and 


the reit, O make uſe of time to get Chriſt for 
your ſouls; ſpend no time in running up and 
down in playing; O get Chriſt for your ſouls 
while you are young; remember now your creator 
before you come to a ſick bed; put not off this 
great work till then, for then you will find it a 
hard work indeed. I know by experience, the 
devil will tell you it is time cnough, and ye are 
young, what need you to be in {ſuch haſte ? You 
will have time enough when you are old, But 
there ſtands one (meaning her grandmother) that 
ſtays behind, and I that am but young, am going 


before her. O therefore make your calling and | 


election ſure, while you are in health. But Iam 
afraid this will be but one night's trouble to our 
thoughts; but remember, thele are the words of 


Fi dying ſiſter, O if you knew how good Chriſt 
was! O if you had but one taſte of his ſweetneſs, 
you would rather go to him a thouſand times than 


ftay in this wicked world. I would not for ten 
thouſand, and ten thouſand worlds, part with my 
intereſt in Chriſt, O how happy am I, that I am 
going to everlaſting joys! I would not go back 
again for twenty thouſand worlds, and will you not 
ſtrive to get an intereſt in Crit. 
29. After this, looking upon one of her father's 
ſervants, ſhe ſaid, what ſhall | do? what ſhall I 
do at the great day, when Chriſt ſhall ſay to me, 


Come thou bl:fjed of my father, inherit the kingdom 


prepared for thee: and ſhall ſay to the wicked, Go 
thuu curſed into the lake that burns for ever“ What 
a griet is it for me to think, that I ſhall ſee any 
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of my friends, that I knew upon earth, turned into! 


that lake that burns for ever! O that word for 
ever, remember that for ever ! I {peak theſe words: 
do you, but they are nothing, except God ſpeak to 
you too; O pray, pray, pray taac God: would give 
_ you grace] and then ſhe prayed O Lord, finiſh 
thy work upon their ſouls; it will be my com ort 
to fee you in glory, but it will be your everlaſting || 


happineſs. 


30. Her grandmother told her ſhe ſpent herſelf | 


too much; ſhe ſaid, I care not for that, if I could 


do any foul good. O with what vehemence did 
mne ſpeak, as if her heart were in every word ſhe. 


ſpoke. 


F 31. She was full of divine ſentences, and almoſt” 
all her diſcourſe, from the firſt to che latt, in the 
time of her ſickneſs, was about her ſoul, Chriſt's 
ſweetneſs, and the ſouls of others, in a word, like 
à continued ſermon. „CC 

32. Upon Friday, after ſhe had had ſuch lively 
diſcoveries of God's love, ſhe was exceeding de- 
. firous to die, and cried out, Come Lord Jeſus, 
come quickly, conduct me to thy tabernacle, I am _ 
_ poor creature without thee ; but Lord Jeſus, my 
ſoul. longs to be with thee ; O when ſhall it be? 


Why not now, dear Jeſus? Come Lord Jeſus, come 


n quickly; but why do I ſpeak thus? Thy time, 
| dear Lord, is the beſt; O give me patience! 
233. Upon Saturday ſhe [poke very little (be- 
ing very drowſy) yet now and then ſhe dropt 


theſe words, How long ſweet Jeſus? Fimith 


F thy work, come away ſweet dear Lord Jeſus, 
come quickly: ſweet Lord help, come away, now, 
now, dear Jeſus come quickly; good Lord give 


patience to me to wait thy appointed time, Lord 


times 


PO 


Jeſus help me, help me, help me. Thus at ſeveral _ 
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times (when out of her ſleep) for ſhe was aſleep the 
greateſt e of the day. | 
34. Upon the Lord's Day ſhe ſcarce ſpoke any 
thing, but much defired that bills of thankſgiving 
.might be ſent to thoſe who had formerly been 
praying for her, that they might help her to praiſe | 
God for that full aſſurance that he had given her of 


his love; and ſeemed to be much ſwallowed up ß 
With the thoughts of God's free love to her ſoul. 


She oft commended her ſpirit into the Lord's hands, 
and the laſt words which ſhe was heard to ſpeak 
| were thele, Lord help, Lord Jeſus help, dear Jeſus, 
_ bleſſed Jeſus, And thus upon the Lord's day, 
between nine and ten of the clock in the forenoon, 
ſhe ſlept ſweetly in Jeſus, and began an everlaſting 
ſabbath, February 19, 1670. | 125 
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Of a child that was admirably affected with 
| tbe things of God, when he was between 
moo and three years old; with a brief ac- 

count of his life and death. REED 


2 — 
— 


1. A Certain little child, when he could not 
. ſpeak plain, would be crying aſter God, 
and was greatly deſirous to be taught good 

things. N | 


2. He could not endure to be put to bed with. 1 
out family duty, but would put his parents upon I 
duty, and would with much devotion kneel down, N. 
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and with great patience and delight continue till 
duty was at an end, without the leaſt expreſſion 
of being weary; and he ſeemed never ſo well 
pleaſed, as when he was ingaged in duty. 
3. He could not be ſatisfied with family duty; 
but he would be oft upon his knees, by himſelf, in 
one corner or other. 3 Fg 
4. He was much delighted to hear the word of 
* God either read or preached. „ 
55. He loved to go to ſchool, that he might 
learn ſomething of God, and would obſerve and 
take great notice of what he had read, and come 
home and ſpeak of it with much affection; and he 
would rejoice in his book, and ſay to his mother, 
O mother ! I have had a ſweet leſion to day, will 
you pleaſe to give me leave to fetch my book that 
you may hear it? VVK 
6. As he grew up he was more and more affect- 
ed with the things of another world; fo that if 
wie had not received our information from one | 
that is of undoubted fidelity, it would ſeem in- 
7 ⁵ 
7. He quickly learned to read the ſcriptures, and 
would, with great reverence, tenderneſs and groans | | 
read till tears and ſobs were ready to hinder kim 
8. When he was at ſecret prayer, he would! 
weep bitterly. ns . 5 | 
9. He was wont oftentimes to complain of the | 
naughtineſs of his heart, and ſeemed to be much | 
grieved for the corruption of his nature, and for 
actual fin. Co 
10. He had a vaſt underſtanding in the things of 
God, even to a wonder, for one of his age. 
11. He was much troubled for the wandering of 
his thoughts in duty, and that he could not _ 
| | | 5 | 18 
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his heart always fixed upon God, and the work he 

was about, and his affections conſtantly raiſed. 

122. He kept a watch over his heart, and ob- 

ſerved the workings of his ſoul, and would com- 

plain that they were ſo vain and fooliſh, and fo 

little buſied about ſpiritual things. . 
1:3. 4s he grew up, he grew daily in knowledge 
; and experience, and his carriage was fo ee 4 

| and his diſcourſe ſo excellent and experimental, 
that it made thoſe which heard it, even aſtoniſhed. 


Wy 


14. He was exceeding importunate with God in 
. duty; and would fo plead with him, and uſe ſuch 
5 arguments in prayer, that one would think it were 
: impoſſible it ſhould enter into the heart of a child; 
1 | He would beg, ard expoſtulate, and weep, ſo that 
t ſometimes it could not be kept from the ears of 
neighbours ; one of the next houſe was forced to 
© cry out, the prayers and tears of that child will fink 
if me to hell, becauſe by it he condemns my neqect 
1 of prayer, and my flight performance of it. 
5 15. He was very fearful of wicked company, 
|| and would oft beg of God to keep him from it, 
d and that he might never be pleaſed in them that 
1s | took delight in diſpleaſing of God; and when 
the was at any time in hearing of their wicked 
14 | words, taking the Lord's name in vain, or ſwear. 
I ing, or any filthy words, it would even make him 
he | tremble, and ready to go home and weep. 
15 16. He abhorred lying, with his foul. 
or | 17. When he had committed any fault, he was 
ceeuaſily convinced of it, and would get in ſome corner 
Io and ſecret place, and with tears beg pardon of God, 
and ſtrength againſt ſuch a ſin. He had a friend 
: of that oft watched him, and liſtned at his chamber- 
cep door, from whom I received this narrative. 


his | | os © When | 
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commit ſuch a ſin again, he would never promiſe 
abſolutely, becauſe he ſaid his heart was naught: 
but he would weep, and fay, he hoped by the 
grace of God he ſhould not | 


19. When he was left at home alone aw. he | 


Sabbath days, he would be ſure not to ſpend any 
part of the day in idleneſs and play, but be buſied 
in praying, reading in the bible, and getting of 
his catechiſm. 3 5 5 


20. When other children were playing, he would 


many a time and oft be * 
21. One day a certain perſon was diſcourſing 


with him about the nature, offices, and excellency | 


of Chriſt, and that he alone can ſatisfy for our 


' fins, and merit everlaſting life for us, and about | 


other of the great myſteries of redemption ; he 


| ſeemed ſavingly to underſtand them, and was great- 


ly ques with the diſcourſe. . 


„. 
the body, he did acknowledge it, but that the 


ſame weak body that was buried in the church- 


55 yard, ſhould be raiſed again, he thought very 
ſtrange, but with admiration yielded, that nothing 


was impoſſible to God; and that very day he was 


taken fick unto death. 
23. A friend of his asked him whether he were 
willing to die, when he was firſt taken ſick; he an- 
ſwered no; becauſe he was afraid of his ſtate as to 
another world: Why child, ſaid the other, thou 
didſt pray for a new heart, for an humble and a 


ſincere heart, and I have heard thee; didſt thou 


not pray with thy heart? I hope I did, ſaid he. 
224. Not long after, the ſame perſon asked him 


again, whether he were willing to die? He anſwer- 


ed, now Lam willing, for I ſhall goto Chriſt, 


18. When he had been aſked, whether he would 1 


ne ſpeaking concerning the reſurrection of 


25. One | 


in ano 
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25. One aſked him what ſhould become of his 


| fiſter, if he ſhould die and leave her? He anſwer- 
ed, the will of the Lord muſt be done, | 


26. He till grew weaker and weaker, but car- 


| ried it with a great deal of ſweetneſs and patience 
waiting for his change, and at laſt did chearfullß 


commit his ſpirit unto the Lord , _—_— upon his 
name, and ſaying, Lord Jeſus, Lord Jeſus, —1m _ 
whoſe boſom he — ſlept, dying, as I remem- 
ber, — he was about ſix yous old. 


EXAMPLE II. 


5 Of a little Girl that was wrought upon whe : 


be was between four and five years old, 7 
with ſome accoumt of ber _y Ve and 
e death. 


ARY 4. who 1 AND four and 5 
five years old, was greatly affected in 
bearing the word of God, and became very ſolli- 


citous about her ſoul and everlaſting condition, 


weepin 's bitterly to think what would become of her 
er world, aſkirg many queſtions concern- | 
ing God and Chriſt, and her own ſoul. So that 
this little Mary, before ſhe was full five years old, 
ſeemed to mind the one thing needful, and to 
chooſe the better part, and ſate at the feet of Chriſt 
many a time and oft with tears = 
2. She was wont to be much in ſecret duty, and 


many times come off from her knees with tears. 


3. She would chooſe ſuch times and places for 


15 ſecret ww; as might * her leſs obſerved by 
ne 5 


| others 


OY 
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others, and did endeavour what ſhe poſſibly could 
to conceal what ſhe was doing, when ſhe was en- 

gazed in ſecret duty. | | | 35 
4. She was greatly afraid of hypocriſy, and of 
doing any thing to be ſeen of men, and to get com- 
mendation and praiſe; and when ſhe had heard one 
of her brothers {aying, that he had been by himſelf 
at prayer, ſhe rebaked him tharply, and told him 


how little ſuch prayers were like to profit him, and 


that it was little to his praiſe to pray like a hypo- 
crite, and to be glad that any ſhould know what he 
had been doing. 2 3 
5 Her mother being full of ſorrow after the 


death of her huſband, this child came to her mo- | 
ther, and aſked her why ſhe wept ſo exceedingly ? 


Her mother anſwered, ſhe had cauſe enough to 
_ weep, becaule her father was dead; No, dear mo- 
ther, ſaid the child, you have no occaſion to weep 
fo much, for God is a good God ſtill to'you: 
6. She was a dear lover ot faithful mvnrſſers.. One 
time, aſter the had been hearing of Mr. #h:taker, 
he ſaid, I love that man dearly, for the, Weet 
words that he ſpeaks concerning Chriſt. 
7. Her book was her delight, and what ſhe did 


read, ſhe loved to make her own, and cared not 


for paſſing over what ſhe learned, without extraor- 
_ dinary obſervations, and underſtanding: and many 
times ſhe was ſo ftrangely affected in reading ot the 
ſcriptures, that ſhe would burſt out into tears, and 


would hardly be pacified; ſo greatly was thetaken 


with Chriſt's ſufferings, the zeal of God's fervants, 
the danger of a natural /tate, | FITC | 
38. She would complain oftentimes of the cor- 
ruption of her nature, of the hardneſs: of het 
heart, that ſhe could repent no more thoroughly, 
and be no more humble and grieved for her ſins 
rg; 8 e ag ainſt 
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againſt a good God, and when ſhe did thus con. 
plain, it was with abundance of tears. e 
9. She was greatly concerned for the fouls ot 
others, and grieved to think of the miſerable con- 
dition that they were in upon this account; when 


the could handſomely,ſhe would be putting in ſome- 


thing concerning Chriſt ; but above all, ſhe would 
do what ſhe could to draw the hearts of her bre- 
thren and fitters after Chriſt: and there was no 
{mail hopes, that her example and good counſel did 
prevail wich ſome of them when they were very 
young, to get into corners to pax, and to ask very 
gracious queſtions about the thiugs of God. 
10. She was very conſcientious in keeping the 
ſabbath, ſpending the whole time either in reading 
or praying, or learning her catec iſm, or teaching 
her brethren and ſiſters. One time when the was 
left at home upon the Lord's day, ſhe got ſome 
other little children together, with her brothers and 
fiſters, and inſtead of playing (as other naughty | 
children uſe to do) ſhe told them that that was the 
Lord's day, and that they ought to remember that 
day to keep it holy ; and then ſhe told them, how 
it was to be ſpent in religious exerciſes all the dag 
long, except ſo much as was to be taken up in the _ 
works of neceſlity and mercy ; then ſhe prayed with 
them herſelf, and, among other things, begged 
that the Lord would give grace and wiſdom to 
thole lictle children, that they might know how to 
ſerve him: as one of tholglittle ones in the com- 
pany with her told uf:erwarus, _ „„ 
11. She was a child of great ten derneſs and 
compaſſion to all, full of bowe's of pity ; whom 
the could not help, ſhe would be realy to , 


over; eſpecially if he ſaw her mother at any true 


OO ttoubled, 
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troubled, ſhe would quickly make her ſorrows her 


the thoughts of her everlaſting wor 
ſtrange queſtion. O what are they dcing which are 
already in heaven? And ſhe ſeemed to be greatly 
deſirous to be among them that were praiſing, 
loving, delighting in God, and ſerving of him 
without ſin. Her language about ſpiritual matters 
made many excellent chriſtians to ſtand amazed, 
as judging it ſcarce to be paralleled. . 
14. She took great _— in reading of the 
ſcriptu e, and ſome part o 
her than her 2ppointed food, ſhe would get ſeveral 
choice ſcriptures by heart, and diſcourſe of them 
ſavourily, and apply them ſuitably. 
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own, and weep for her, and with her. 
12. When her mother had been ſomewhat ſolli- 


citous about any worldly thing, ſhe would, if ſhe 
could poſſibly, put her off from her care one way 
or other One time ſhe told her, O mother, the 
grace of God is better than that (meaning ſome- 
thing her mother wanted) I had rather have the 
grace and love of Chriſt, than any thing inthe world. 


13, This child was often e buſied in 
- witneſs that 


it was more ſweet to 


She was not altogether a ſtranger to other 


by «| 
od books, but would be reading of them with 
much affection ;and where ſhe might, ſhe noted the 
books particularly, obferving what in the reading 
did moſt warm her heart, and ſhe was ready upon 
_ occaſion to improve it. N 
16. One time a woman coming into the houſe in 
2 great paſſion, fpoke of her condition, as if none 
were like hers, and it would never be otherwiſe; 
the child ſaid, it were a ſtrange thing to ſay when 
it is night, it will never be day again. FE 
17. At another time a near relation of hers being 
in ſome ſtreights made ſome complaints, to * : 


wag wa. 
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ſte ſaid, I have heard Mr. Carter ſay, a man may 
go to heaven without a penny in his purſe, but uot 
without grace in his heart. 


18. She had an extraordinary love to the people 
of God; and when ſhe ſaw any that ſhe thought 
| feared the Lord, her heart would even leap tor > 
1 19. She loved to be mock by herſelf, and wal 5 
be greatly grie ved if ſhe. were at any time deprived 
of a conven.cncy for ſecret duty; ſhe could not 
live without conſtant addreſs to God in fecret; and 
| was not a little pleated when ſhe could go into a 
corner to pray and weep. 
200. She was much in praiſing God and ſeldem 


or never complained of any thing but ſin. 


21. Ste continued in this courſe of praying and 


praiſing of God, and great dutifulneſs and iweet- 


neſs to her parents, and thoſe that taught her 
any thing. She did greatly encourage her mother 

while ſhe was a widow, and deſired that he abſence 

of a huſband might in ſume meaſure be made up 


by the dutifulneis and holineſs of a child. She 


ſtudied all the ways that could be to make her mo- 
ther's life comfortable. | 
22. When ſhe was between 3 and twelve 
years old, ſhe ſickened, in which time ſh- carried 
it with admirable patience, and did what ſhe could 


with ſcripture arguments to ſupport and encourage 
her relations to part with her, as ſhe was going rn 


biete and to prepare themſel ves to meet her in a 


leſſed eternity. 


23. She was not many days ſick before ſhe be. 


came dangerous, of which ſhe was ſenſible and re- 
jaiced that the was now going apace to Chriſt. She 


| called to her friend 5, and ſaid be not troubled, for [ 
3x | know 


18 „ e 


know I am one of the Lord's own. One asked her 
how ſhe knew that ? She anſwered, the Lord hath 
told me, that j am one of his dear children. And 
thus ſhe {poke with a holy confidence in the Lord's 

love to her foul, and was not in the leaſt daunted 


a hen ſhe ſpake of her death; but ſeemed greatly de- 
lighted in the appre henſion of her nearnels to her 


tather's houſe. Ard it was not long before ſhe 


was tilled with joy unſpeakable in believing. 


24. When ſhe juſt lay a dying, her mother came 
to her, and told her, the was torry that ſhe had 
reproved and corrected fo good a child fo oft. O 
mother, ſaid ſhe, ſpcak not thus, I bleſs God, now 


"Fm dying, for your reproofs and corrections too; 
tor it may be, I might have gone to hell, if ic 


had not been for your reproots and corrections. 
25. Some of her neighbous TOmung, to viſit her, 


asked her, if ſhe wou 14 ene them? She anſwered 
them, if you feyve the Lora, you ſhall come after 
me to plcry. 


26. A little before te 4704 ſhe had a great con- . 


flict with Satan, and cryed out, I am none of his; 
her miether ſeeing her in tre able: asked her what 
was the matter; She an{wered, Satan did trouble 


me, but now | thank (God all is well, [ know, I 
am none of his, but Chriſt's. 
27. After this ſhe had a ſenſe of” God's love, 


and a glorious fight, az. if the had ſeen the very 
heavens open, and the angels come to receive her; 


by which her heart was nijed with joy, and her 
tongue With praile. 

21. Being deſired by the flanders by, to give 
them a particular account ef what ſhe ſaw. She 
anfwered, you fall Know hereafter; and ſo in an 
extaty.of Joy and hol, triomph, he went to hea- 

Ven 


0 


W 
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ven when ſhe was about twelve years old. Hal- 
| Lljab. 5 | 


EXAMPLE Iv. 


Of « a child that began to look 1 hea- 


ven when ſhe was al cut four years ald, 
with ſome obſervable paſſages in her life 
and at her death. 


# 


1 "Chain little child, when the Was Aba 


four years old, had a conſcientious ſenſe 
of her Juty towards het parents. becauſe the com- 
mandment ſaith, Flonous thy A5 ther and ily moles. 
And t! nough ſhe ka d little advantage of f educntion, 
the carried it u Ah the greats ſt reve: cnce to her pa- 


rents imaginable, ſo that the was 10 ſmall credit 


as Kell as comfort to them. 
2. It was an uſual thing for her to weep if ſhe 


ſaw her parents troubled, though herſelf had not 


been the occaſion of it. 
8 When me came from ſc} .ool, ſhe wor ald with 
grief aud aghorrence Ry, that gocher children had 


ſinned ay Ain God by ipearing orievcus words, 


which ry 10 bad, that ſhe durſt not {Lea them 
gain, | 


4. She would be oftentimes admiring. of God's 
mercy for ſuch goodneſs to ber rather than to 


orhe's ; that the ſaw fome beggi g, others blind, 


ſome crooked, and that ihe Wanted noching that 


| 1s good for her. 


8 4 N She 


** 
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os She was many a time, and often, in one place 
or another, in tears upon her knees. 285 
6. This poor little thing would be ready to coun- 
fel other little children, bow they ought to ſerve 
| God; and putting them upon getting by themſelves 


to pray; and hath been known, when her friends 


| have been abroad, to have been teaching children 

to pray, eſpecially upon the Lord's day. 
F. She very ſenouſly begged the prayers of o- 
- thers, that they would remember her, that the Lord 


would give her grace. 


8. When this child ſaw ſome that were laughing 
who ſhe judged to be very wicked; ſhe told them 
that ſhe feared that they had little reaſon to be 


meiry. They aſked whether one might not laugh? 


She anſwered, No indeed, till you have grace; 


they who are wicked bare more need to cry than 
to laugh. 


9. dhe would ſay, that it was the duty of; pa- N 


rents, maſters and miſtreſſes, to reprove thoſe 8 


der their charge for ſin, or elſe God will meet with | 


1 them. 


the ſcriptures, and be much affected with them. 
11. She would by no means be perſuaded to pro- 


. phane the Lord's day. but would "—_ it in ſome 
good duties. 


12. When ſhe went to 000 it was willingly : 


and joyfully, and ſhe was very teachable and ex- 
emplary to other children. 


13. When ſhe was taken ſick, one - ae ha | 


Whether the were willing to die? She anſwered, 
Yes, if God would pardon her fins. Being aſked 


how her ſins ſhould be pardoned ? She anſwered, 


through the blood of Chriſt 
95 She faid, ſhe 2 believe in Chriſt, and de- 


7 3 


ſed [ 


10. She would be very attentive whey the read * 
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fired and kad to be with him, and did with a 
great deal of chearfulneſs give up her ſou] to him. 

There were very many obſervable paſſages in the 
life and death of this child, but the hurry and grief : 
that her friends were in buried them. 


EXAMPLE v. 


Of the Pious Life and Joyful Death of 2 
Cbild, which died when be Was about | 


twelve 2 ears old. 


"Ci A 1 no 1 learned 1 to 


ſpeak, but he betook himſelf to prayer. 
* He was very prone. to learn the things of 


* He would. be ſometimes reaching them their 


duty that waited upon him. 


4. He learned by heart many good things hakes 
he was well fit to go to ſchool: and when he was 
ſent to ſchoo), he carried it fo, that all that obſerv- 
ed him, either did or might admire him. O the 
: ſweet nature, the good diſpoſition, the ſincere re- 
gion which was in this child. - | 
F. When he was at fchcol, what was it that he . 
| defired to learn, but Chriſt, and him crucified ? 


6. So religious and ſavoury were his words, his 


actions ſo upright, his devotion ſo hearty, his 
fear of God ſo great, that many were ready to 
ſay as they did of Jebn, What manner of child ſhall 


bis be. 


7. He would be much. in reading the holy 


| ſc:iptures. 
ry 5 8. He 
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8. He was defirous of more ſpiritual know led ge, 


and would be oft aſking very ſerious and admirable 
queſtions. 


He would not ſtir out of Journ b he had 


8 poured out his ſc ul to the Lord. 

10. When he eat any thing, he N be ſure 
to liſt up his heart unto the Lord for a bleſung up- 
On it, and when he had moderately refieted I 
ſelf by eating, he world not forget to acknowledge 

God's goodneſs in feeding of him. 

11. Hewould rot he down in his bed till he had 
been upon his knees; and when ſometimes he had 

forgotten his duty, he would quickly get out of his 


| bed, and kneeling down upon n his bare knees, aſk 


God forgiveneſs of that ſin. 

12. He would rebvke his brethren if they. were 
at any time too haſty at their meals, and did eat 
without afking a Selling; ; his check was uſually 
this, Dare yeu co thus ? God te wy ful to wy this 
bit of bread might choak us. 

13. His ſentences were wiſe and weighty, and 
might well become ſome ancient chriſtian. 


14. His lickneſs wa is a lingering diſeaſe, ag ainſt | 


which, to comfort him, one telis him of poſſellions 
that muſt fall to his portion; And what are they ? 
ia:d he, I had rather hawe the kingdom of heaven, 
than a Wi auſand ſuch inheritances. 


15. When he was ſick, he ſeemed much taken: 
up with heaven, and aſked very lerious e 


about the nature of his ſoul. 


17. After he was pretty woll flatbed about that, | 
he enquired how his ſoul might be ſaved ; the an- 


ſwer being made, by the applying of C hriſ's me- 
rits by faith; he was pleaſed with the anſwer, and 


was ready to give any one that ſhould defire it, an 


account of his hope. 
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17. Being aſ:cd, whether he had rather live or 
die? he an{wered, I defire to die, — [ may go to 
My Jauiour. 5 
18. His pain; increaſing upon kim, one aſked 
him, whetner he would rather ſtill endure thoſe 
pains, or forſake Chriſt ? Alas, ſaid he, I 4now 
not what to ſay, being a child; for theſe pains may 
agger a firmmg man, but 1 2 flrive to endure 
the beſt that I can. Upon this he called to mind 
that martyr Tho.o5 Binlkey, who being in priton, 
the nigh: before his burning, put“ his finger into 
the candle, to know how he could endure the 
fire. O ffaid the child) had 1 lived then [ would 
have run through the fire to f. awe gone to Chriſt. | 
His fick ueſs laſtied long, and at leaſt three 
8 5 betore his death he propheſied his departure, 
and not ouly that he muſt die, but the very Gay. 
Oi the Lard's E ſaid he, lot to me: neither was 
this 2 word of courſe, which you may gueſs by 
his ofen repetition, every day aſking till the 
diy came indeed, What is Sunday cone? At lait 
the looked for day came on; and no ſooner had 
the ſun beautified that morning with its liaht, but 
he falls into a trance, his eyes were fix-d, his face 
chearful, his lips ſmiling, his :ands and face claſp- 
ed in a bow, as if he would have received ſome 
b'efcd angel that were at hand to receive his ſoul, 
But he comes to himſelf, and tells them how he 
faw the {weeteſt body that ever eyes beheld, who 
bid him be of good cheer, for he mult preſently 
go with him. : 
20. One that tood near him, as now ſuſpecting 
the time of his diſſolution nigh, bid him ſay, Lord, 
into thy hands I commend my ſpirit, which 1s thy 
due; for why, thou haſt redeemed it, O Lord my 
Vos moſt true. 
21. Tho 


aclly theſe: re, 


the more prayers, f 


beſt ee ; into hy bands I com nend my ſpirit. O 


| hand. Lord have mercy on me. 
my foul unto thee. | 
up unto the Lord, when he was about twelve 
years old. =; 
This Narrative ras taken out «of My, Ambroſe | 


24 : ATihen 


21. The laſt words which he ſpake, were __ 


ay, pray, nay, yet pray; and 
e better all proſpers ; God is the 


Lord Jeſus receive my ſoul: now cloſe mine eyes : for- 


give me father, mother, brother, fiſter, all the world, | 


Now I am well, my pain is almof gone, my joy is at 
Lord receive 


And thus he yielded his ſpirit 


bis Liff's 5 og 


EXAMPLE vl. 


5 Of a poor child that Was awakened . be 


Was about * gears old. 


Certain \ very poor child, that had a very 


"Ac 


ought to the ſignt of a godly friend of mine, 


Bu who upon the firſt fight of the child had a great 
4 Pity for him, and took an affection to him, and - 
had a mind to bring him up for Chriſt. a 


2. At the firſt he did with great ſweetneſs and 


kindneſs allure the child, by which means it was 
not long before he got a deep intereſt in the heart 
of the child, and he began to obey him with more 
_ readinel. than children uſually do their parents, 
"Be By this a oer was opened tor a farther 711 - 

and 


5 bad father, but it was to be hoped a ve 
| good mother, was, by the providence of yer 
r 


e Ou 


we 


% . adac erde, 


_ P 
* * 
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and he had a greater advantage to inſtill ſpiritual 
principles into the ſoul of the child, which he was 


not wanting in, as the Lord gave opportunity, and 


the child was capable of. 


| 4. It was not long before the Lord was pleaſed 
|| to ftrike in with the ſpiritual exhortations of this 
good man, fo that the child was brought to a 
liking of the things of God. es 
. fie quickly learned great part of the aſſemn- 
bly's catechiſm by heart, and that before he could 
read his primmer within book; and he took a great 
delight in learning his catechiſm. 5 
6. He was not only able to give a very good ac- 
count of his catechiſm, but he would anſwer ſuch 
queſtions as are not in the catechiſm, with greater 
underſtanding than could be expected from one of 


his age. | 


7. He took great delight in diſcourſing about the 
things of God; and when my friend had been 
either praying or 2 expounding or repeat- 
very attentive, and ready 
to receive the truths of God, and would with in- 
- credible gravity, diligence and affection wait till 
duties were ended, to the no ſmall joy and admira- 
tion of them which obſerved hm. 
8. He would aſk very excellent queſtions, and 
| diſcourſe about the condition of his ſoul and hea- 
venly things, and ſeemed mightily concerned what 


ing of ſermons, he ſeeme 


ſhould become of his ſoul when he ſhould die; ſo 


F thathis diſcourſe made ſome chriſtians even to tand 
_ aſtoniſhed. „ 


9. He was greatly taken with the great kindneſs 


of Chriſt in dying for ſinners, and would be in 
tears at the mention of them; and ſeemed at a 
ſtrange rate to be affected with the unſpeakable love 

of Chriſt. 5 e 5 
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10. When no body had been ſpeaking to him, 
he would burlt out into tears, and being 2ſced the 
reaſon, he would ſay, that the very thoughts of 


_ Chritt's love to ſinners in ſuffering for them, macs 
him that he could not but cry. | 


ſci-nce of ſecret duty; and when he prayed, it 
was with (uch extraordinary me:rings, that his eyes 
have looked red and fore with weeping by rae 
for his fins. 

12. He would be putting of chriitians upon ſpi- 
ritual difcourſe when he taw them, and ſeemed 


; things. 


were very much buſied about rhe things of another 

world, for he would oftentimes be tpeaking to his 
bed iellow at nud- night about the matters of his 
| foul; and when he could not fieep, he would take 
: heavenly conference to be {ſweeter than his ap- 


he would provoke and put forward an experienced 
chriſtian to ſpend waking hours in talk of God, 
and the everlaſting reſt. 

14. Not long atter this, his good ee tied. 
which went very near his heart, tor he greatly bo- 


noured his mother. 


ofien repeat ſome of the promiſes that are made 
_ unto fatherleſs children, eſpecially that in Exod. 
Axit. 22. Te ſhail nit ajjiiet any cid; e, or the , 
therleſ els if thou ajfliet them in any ur 75 
and they cry at all unte me, I wvill fareiy Peer 
their cry. 
with tears, and ſay, J am fatherleſs and mother- 


11. Before he was fix years old, he made con- 


little ſatisfed unleſs they Were talking of * 


13. It is evident that this poor TE Id 8 thong bes 


pointed reſt. This was his uſual cuſtom, and thus | 


15 After the death of 113 3 he Wenn | 


These words he would often repeat 


leſs _ earth, yer it any wrong we, | have a fa- 
mer 
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ther in heaven who will take my part; to him I 
commit myſelf, and in him is all my truſt. 


16. Thus hecontinued ina courle of holy duties, 
living in the fear of God, and ſhewed wonderful 
grace for a child, and died ſweetly in the faith of 
Jeius. 


My friend i: is a a judicious chriſtian of many years 


experience, who was no ways related to him, but 


a conſtant eye and ear witneſs of his godly life, : 


honourable and chearful death, from whom I re- 


ceived this information. 


—_ — 
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EXAMPLE VII. 


Of a notorious wicked child, that was taken 


up from begging, end admirably convert- 
ed; with an accouns of bis Flac Life 


and Tovful Death, en be was nine 
Pears old. 55 


Very poor child of the pariſh of Nereington- 
Butts, came begging to the door of a dear 


chriſtian friend of mine, in a moit lamentable con- 


dition; but it pleated God to raiſe in the Paart of 


my friend a great pity and tender neſ towards this 
poor child, ſo that in charity he took him out of the 


ſtreets, w hole parents were unknown. * ho had ro- 


thing at all in him to comme: d him to any one's 
charity but his miſery. Ry friend eyeing the glory 


ot God, and the v00d of the immortal 2 of this 
e e Creatuic, ciicharoedthe pariſh © the chi! d 
and took him as his own. deſigning to bring hin up 


in the fear of the Lord. A noble piece of el arty} 
And that which did eee ar the greater | 


Was; 


28 Toten 
was, that there ſeemed to be very little hopes of 
doing any good upon this child, for he was a very 
monſter of wickedneſs, and a thouſand times more 
miſera ble and vile by his ſin than by his poverty. 
He was running to hell as ſoon as he could go, and 
was old in naughtineſs when he was young in 
years ; and one ſhall ſcarce hear of one ſo like the 
_ _devilin his infancy, as this poor child was. What 
in was there (that his age was capable of) that he 
did not commit? What by the corruptio of his 
nature, and the abominable example of little beg- 
gar- boys, he was arrived to a ſtrange pitch of im- 


in vain, curſe and ſwear, and do almoſt all kind of 
miſchief, and as to any thing of God worte than an 

J Ep 
2. But this fin and miſery was but a ſtronger 
Motive to that gracious man to pity him, and to 
do all that poſſibly he could to pluck this fire-brand 
Out of the fire; and it was not long before the Lord 
was pleaſed to let him underſtand that he had a de- 
_ fign of everlaſting kindneſs upon the ſoul of this 
poor child; for no ſooner had this good man taken 
this creature into his houſe, but he prays for him, 
and labours with all his might to convince him of 


ſomething of God, the worth of his ſoul, and that 


and bleſſed be free grace, it was not long before 


the child, in a few weeks ſpace he was ſoon con- 
vinced of the evil of his ways; nomore news now 


piety. He would call filthy names, take God's name 


his miſerable condition by nature, and co teach him f 
eternity of glory or miſery that he was born to; | 


the Lord was pleaſed to ſhew him that it was 

himſelf which did put it into his heart to take in 
this child, that he might bring him up for Chriſt. 
The Lord ſoon ſtruck in with his godly initruc- | 
tions; ſo that an e change was ſeen in 


* 
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| of his calling of names, ſwearin or curſing, no 


e in with ch 
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more taking of the Lord's name in vain ; now he 
is civil and reſpective; and ſuch a ſtrange alteration 
was wrought in the child, that all the pariſh that 
rung of his villainy before, was now ready to talk 

of his reformation; his company, his talk, his im- 

ploy ment is now changed, and he is like another 
creature; ſo that the . of God's free grace be- 
gan already to ſhine in him. 3 9 
3 And thi change was not only an external one, 


and to be diſcerned abroad, but he would get by 
himſelf, and weep and mourn bitterly for his hbor- 
rible wicked life, as might eaſily be perceived by 


them that lived in the houſe with him. 
4. It was the great care of his godly maſter to 
0 convictions which the Lord had 
made, and to improve them all he could; and he 
was not a little glad to fee his labour was not in 
vain in the Lord; he ſtill experiences that the Lord 
doth carry on his own work mightily upon the 
heart of the child; he is ſtill more and more bro- 
ken under a ſenſe of his undone ſtate by nature; 
he is often in tears, and bemoaning his loſt and mi- 
ſerable condition. When his maiter did ſpeak of 
the things of God, he liſtened earneſtly, and took 


| in with much delight and affection what he was 


taught. Seldom was there any diſcourſe about ſoul 
matters in his hearing, but he heard as if it were 


for his life, and would weep greatly. 


. He would, after his matter had been ſpeaking 
to him, or others, of the things of God, go to him 


and queſlion with him about them, and beg of him 


to inſtruct and teach him further, and to tell him 


| thoſe things again, that he might remember and 
| underſtand them better 55 
6. Thus he continued ſeeking after the know- 


ledge 


30 A Token 


ledge of God and Chriſt, and practiſing holy du- 
ties, till the ſickneſs came into the houſe, with 
which the child was ſmitten , at his firſt fickening 
the poor child was greatly amazed and afraid, and, 


though his pains were great, and his diſtemper very 


tedious, vet the ſenſe "of his ſin, and the thought 


of the miſerable condition that ks teared his foul. 
0 was {cli i in, made his trouble ten times greater; te 


was in grievous apories of ſpirit, and his former 


fins flared him in the face, and made him tremble; 


the poiſon of God's arrows did even drink up his 


ſpirit; the ſenſe of fin and wrath was fo great, that 


he could not tell what in the world to do; the 
weight of God's diſpleaſure, and the thoughts of 


: lying J under it to all eternity, did even break him 
to pieces, and he did cry our veiy bit erly, what 


ſhould he do? he was 2 mitcrable Enncr, and he 
ferred that he ſhould go o hell; his uns had been 


Jo greet and fo many, that there were no hopes fer 


"ES $5 He was not by far to niuch concerned for 


His life, as for his ſoul, what would beconte of that 


for ever. Now the plague upon his body ſeemed 


7 nothing to that which was in his ſoul. 


7. But in this great diſtreſs, the Lord was leaſed 


to ſend one to take care of his ſoul, who urged to 
him the great and. precious promiſes 
| wade to one in his condit oa, tellipg him, that there 


5 which were 


was enough in Shriſt for the chiefs of ſin ners, and 
that he came to ict and ſave ſuch a loſt creature a 
he Was. But this poor child found it 4 very lier 


thing for him to believe that there was any Mercy 


for foeh a dreadful ſinver as he had been. 
8. tle was made to cry out of himlclr, rot on! iy 
for his ſwearing and lying, and other ourwardly 


notorious fins; bot he was in great horror tor the 


in of his n, for the vienets of his heart, and 
| l origmal 
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original corruption under it; he was in ſo great 
anguiſh, that the trouble of his ſpirit made him in 
a great meaſure to forget the pains of his body. 

He did very particularly confeſs and bewail 
his ſing with tears; and ſome fins ſo ſecret, that 
none in the world could charge him with. 

10. He would condcmn himſelf for fin, as de- 


ſerving to have no mercy, thought that there was 
not a greater ſinner in all Londin than himſelf, and 
he abhorred himſelf as the vileſt creature he knew. 


11. He did not only pray much, with ſtrong 


cries and tears himſelf, but he begged the prayers 


of chriſtians for him. 


12. He would aft chriſtians, whether they 
thought there were any hopes for him, and would 
beg of them to deal plainly with him, for he was 


greatly afraid of being deceived. 
13. Being informed how willing and ready the 
Lord Jeſus was to accept of poor ſinners, upon 


their repentance and turning, and being counſelled 


to venture himſcli upon Chriſt tor mercy and ſalva- 


tion he {id he would fain caſt himſelf upon Chriſt, 
but he could not but wonder how Chriit thould be 


willing to die for ſuch a vile wretch as he was, and 


he found it one e of the hardeſt things 1 in the world 


to believe. 
4. But at laſt it plea' ſed the Lord to give img 
ſome (nal hopes that there might be mercy for 


him, fer he had been the chicfeit of ſinners; and 
he was made to lay a little hoid upon ſuch promiſes 


as that, Come wnts me all ye that are weary and 
Pens laden and I acill give you reſt. But O how 


d this poor boy admire and bleis God for the 
b att hopes! how highly did he advance free and rich 
grace, that Gould” pity and pardon him! and at 


Lal he was full of e and n of God, 
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ſo that (to ſpeak in the words of a good man, that 
was an eye and an ear-witneſs) to the praiſe and 

lory of Gad be it ſpoken, the houſe at that day, 

or all the ſickneſs in it, was a little lower heaven, 
ſo full of joy and praiſe. ES | 
15. The child grew exceedingly in knowledge, 
experience, patience, humility, and ſelf-abhorrence; 
and he thought he could never ſpeak bad — 
of himſelf, the name that he would call himſelf by 
Was a toad. 3 
16. And though he prayed before, yet now the 
Lord poured out upon him the ſpirit of prayer in 
an extraordinary manner, for one of his age; ſo 
that now he prayed more frequently, more earneſt- 

Iy, more ſpiritually than ever. O how eagerly 

would he beg to be waſhed in the blood of Jetus ! 

and that the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 


that was over heaven, and earth, and ſca,. wculd 


Tf 2 and forgive him all his fins, and receive 
his ſoul into his kingdom. And what he ſpoke, 
it was with ſo much life and fervour of ſpirit, as 

that it filled the hearers with aſtoniſhment and joy. 

17. He had no ſmall ſenſe of the uſe and excel - 
lency of Chriſt, and ſuch longings and breathings 
of his ſoul after him, that when mention had been 
made of Chriſt, he hath been ready almoſt to leap _ 
out of his bed for joy. . OR 
18. When he was told, that if he ſhould reco- 
ver, he muſt not live as he liſt; but he muſt give 
up himſelf to Chriſt, and be his child and ſervant, 
bear his yoke, and be obedient unto his laws, and 
live a holy life, and take his croſs, and ſuffer mock - 

Ing and reproach, it may be perſecution for his 

_ name's ſake. Now, child (ſaid one to him) are you 
willing to have Chriſt upon ſuch terms? He ſig- 
nified his willingneſs by the earneftneſs of his look 


and 
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and words, and the caſting up of his eyes to hea- 
ven, ſaying, yes, with all my ſoul, the Lord help- 

ing me, I will do this. Ee 1 
19. Vet he had many doubts and fears, and was 
ever and anon harping upon that, that though he 
were willing, yet Chriſt he feared was not willing 
to accept him, becauſe of the greatneſs of his ſin; 
yet his hopes were greater than his fears. 5 
20. The Weane/day before he died, the child lay 
Jas it were in a trance for about half an hour, in 
which time he thought he ſaw a viſion of angels: 
when he was out of his trance, he was a little un- 
eaſy, and asked his nurſe, why ſhe did not let him 
go ? Go whither, child, ſaid ſhe ? Why along with 
thoſe brave gentlemen, ſaid he; but they told me, 
they would come and fetch me away for all you on 
Friday next. And he doubled his words many times, 
upon Friday next thoſe brave gentlemen will come 
for me; and upon that day the child died joyfully, 
21. He was very thankful to his maſter, and 
very ſenſtble of his great kindneſs in taking him 
| up out of the ſtreets when he was a begging, and 
he admired at the goodneſs of God, which put it 
into the mind of a 2 to look upon, and to 
take ſuch fatherly care of ſuch a pitiful ſorry crea- 
ture as he was. O my dear maſter (ſaid he) I 
hope to ſee you in heaven, for I am ſure you will 
go thither. O bleſſed, bleſſed be God that made 
you to take pity upon me, for I might have died, 
and have gone to the devil, and have been damned 
for ever, if it had not been for you. 
22. The Thurſday before he died, he asked a 
very godly friend of mine what he thought of his 
| condition, and whither his ſoul was now going? 
for he ſaid he could not ſtill but fear, leſt he ſhould 
deceive himſelf with falſe hopes; at which my friend 
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ſpoke to him thus: child, for all that I have en- 


deavoured to hold forth the grace of God in Chriſt 
to thy ſoul, and given you a warrant from the word 
of God, that Chriſt is as treely offered to you, as 
do any finner in the world; ; if thou art but willing 
to accept of him, thou mayſt have Chriſt and ail 
that thou doſt want, with him; and yet thou giveit 
way to thele thy doub:i ings and fears, as though Il. 


told thee nothing but lyes ; thou ſayett, thou feareſt 
that Chriſt will not accept of thee, I fear thou art 
not heartily willing to accept of him. The child 
anſwered, indeed I am : why then child, if thou 


Ut unſeignedly willing to have Chriſt, I tell thee, 
he is a thouſand times more willing to have thee, 
and waſh thee, and ſave thee, than thou art to deſire 


it. And now at this time Chriſtoffers himſelf freely 


to thee again, therefore receive him humbly by faith 
into thy heart, and bid him welcome, for he deſerv- 
eth it: upon which words the Lord diſcovered his 
love to the child; and he gave a kind of leap in his 
bed, and ſnapped his fingers and thumb together 
5 with abundance of joy, as much as to ſay, well, yea, 
all is well, the match is made, Chriſt is willing, and 
Fam willing too; and now Chriſt is mine, and [ 
aw his for ever. 
full joy and aſſurance of God's love, he continued 
earneſtly praiſing God, with deſiring to die, and be 
with Chriſt. 
went to reſt, uling that very expreſſion, Into thy 
Hands, Lord, I commit my ſpirit. 


And from that time forward, in 


And on Friday morning he ſweetly 


He died punctually 
at that time which he had ſpoke of, and in which he 


expected thoſe angels to come to him; he was not 


much above nine years old when he died. 
This narrative I had from a judicious holy man 


ack to him, who was an oy and exr-wiinel; 


to all thelc things. 


The End of the F rſt part. 


1 NI 


W 


pp — — — 


„„ bw. $—- + 


8 


r © * * N 


CHILDREN. 


ä 


— — 


— — — 


F bs Sccond Part, 


PEING 


A farther Nt ccount of th 10 Converſion, 
Holy and Exemplary Lives, and 
Joyful Deaths of teveral other 


Young Children, not Publiſhed i in 
the Fug Part. 


=; FUMES  ANEWAT, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


Out 7 he maths 7 Babes and Suck!in: TS © baſ 
thou or dained jt: ength. Pialm vill. 2. 


pn * 


1 0 1 b 0-u: 
Printed for T. FIE L b, at the en! in 
Wang 1763. 


TO THE 


READER, 


CurrsTIAN REaveR, 


1 the former Part of my Token for Children, 


1 did in part promiſe, that if that piece met 


avith kind entertainment, it might be followed 
ewith a ſecond of the ſame nature. If it did not 
ſeem a little to ſavour of vanity, I might tell the 


world at hat enccurag:ment ] have met wwith in this 
bor; but this 1 <will only ſay, that I have met awith 
fo much as hath made me give this little bock 


leave to go abroad into the world. I am not alſo 
ignorant aobat diſcauragement I may meet with From 


feme ; but a, lang as { am ſure I Hall not meet 


with tvs, that it is improbable, If not impoyſiole 


that it ſhould fave a ſoul; I think the reſt may ea- 
fily be anſevered or warrantably flight:d. But be- 


cauſe I am perſuaded by ſome, that one £xample in 


tie former, (Vit, that of a child that began ta be 
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To the Reader. 


ſerious between two and three years old) was ſcarce 
_ credible, and they did fear might ſomewhat prejudice 
_ the authority of the reſl, I ſhall ſay ſomething to 
anſic er that. They who. make this objeftion are 
either good or bad; If bad I never expett to ſatisfy 
them, except I Aculu tell them of a Romance or 
Play, or jimewhat that might ſuit a carnal mind; 

it is like holineſs in older perſons, it is a matter of 
contempt and. Jcarn to them, much more in juch as 
hee I mention. The truth of it is, it is no abender 
at all ty me that the ſubjetts of Saian Spould not be 
Sry well Fleaſed with that, whye deſign is to un- 
 dermine the intereſt of their great maſter : nothing 
will. jatiify ſome, except Chrijt and holineſs may 
. degraded and dil fed. But feld Anner, 22 
nec er hope it, heaven Hall never be turned into 
: bet for thy [ate ; and as for all th 5 atheiffical ob- 
| jecti tens, ſcrffi, and jcers, they Hall ver long be fully 
anſwered; and the poſaunahs and ballelwjahs of theſe 
babes Gall coudemn thy oaths, blaſphenics, and 
_ Jeers, and then thou arilt le ſilenced: and except 
converting grace turn thy heart quickly, thou awilt 
or ever rue thy madneſs and fel, when it is too 

late to remedy 5 


Bios if the per/ons that male this 1 be godly, 
I queſtion not but that 1 [ give them reaſonable 
fatisfadion. 

tirſt, conſt, ider ako it is that ] had that ex ample 
from. It was one Mrs. Joefries in Long Lane ! 
3 Magdelen Bermondſey Pariſh, in the Count; 

Surry, a wemen of that fame in the Church 0 
2 riſt, far her exemplary piety, æviſdom, experience 
and ſingular watchfulneſs ever every punctilio that 
tbe Jpeats that I ns 1 not but that her name i. 
precicus 


To the Reader. 
precious to maſ of the miniſters of London, at leaſt in 
the Borough; and as a reverend divine ſaid, ſuch a 
mother in Iſrael, that her ſingle teſtimony about Lon- 
don, 7s of as much authority almoſt as any ſingle 
miniſler's: and having fince diſcourſed this matter 
avith her, ſhe calls God to witneſs, that fhe hath 


ſpoken nothing but truth; only in this ſhe failed, in 


that ſhe ſpale not by far ſo much as the might have 
done concerniuvg that feveet babe. I might add, that 

1 have ſiace that ſeen a godiy gentleman out of the 
country, that did proteſt to me, that he had ſeen as 
much as that in a little one of the ſame age, who 


ſince that time ] hear went ſweetly to heaven. Doth 


not the reverend My. Clark, in his works, quote a 
child of two Years old, that looked towards heaven? _ 
Doth not credible hiſtory accquaint us with a martyr 

at ſeven years old, that was whipped almoſt to 
death, and never ſhed one tear, nor complained; © 


and, at laſt had his head flruck off ? I de mot 


ſpeak of theſe as common matters, but record them 


amongſt thoſe ſtupendious acts of him that can as 
eafily work wonders as not. What is too hard for 
the almighty 2 Hath God ſaid he will work no more 
ewonders ? I think moſt of Gods works in the buſi- 
neſs of converſion call for admiratiou: and I believe 
that filence, or rather praiſe, would better become 
ſaints, then queſtioning the truth of ſuch things; 
eſpecially where an apparent Injury is thereby done 
to the intereſt of Chriſt, the hancur of God's grace, 
and the reputation of ſo eminent a ſaint. I judge 
this ſufficient to ſatisfy moſt ; as for others I trau 
ble not myſelf; if 1 may but promete the intereſt of 
Chriſt, and the good of ſouls, an give up my ac- 
count with joy, it is enaugh. That the Lord would 
bleſs my endeavours bo oy beg the pray- 
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ers of all ſaints, and yours alſo, feet children 
that fear the Lord. And that parents and maſters 
ewould ai me with their warm application of theſe 
| things, and that children may be their crown and 


their Toy, is the prayer of one that deſires to love 
| Chr i and little children We | 


James Janeway. 
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EXAMPLE vu. 


of a child that was very ſerious at four 
years old, with an account of his comforta- 


. 


ble death when be Was welve 1 and 0 1 
= three weeks old. _ | 


TOuN SUD L 0 1. was . of rel: gious 
parents in the county of Midleſe e, whoſe 
great care was to inſti! ſpiritual principles into him 
as ſoon as he was Capable of underttancing of chem: 
w hoſe endeavours the Lord was pleaſed to crown 
with the deſired ſucceſs : ſo that (to ute the expteſ- 
ſion of a holy man concerning him). ſcarce more 
could be expected or deſired from ſo little a one. 
2. When he was ſcaice able to ſpeak plain, be 


| 9 to have a very great awe and reverence of 


God upon his ſpirit, ard a ſtrange i-nſe of the 
things of another world, as might eafi'y be per- 
ceived by thoſe ſerious and admirable queſtions 


Which he would be oft aſking of thoſe chriſtians 
that he thought he might be bold. with. 
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3. The firſt thing that did moſt affect him, and 
make him endeavour to eſcape fiom the wrath to 
come, and to erquire what he ſhould do to be 
{aved, was the death of a little brother? when he 
{aw him without breath, and not able to ſpeak or 
#1r, and when carried out of doors, and put into a 


 Pit-hole, he was greatly concerned, and aſked ſur- 
Piiſing quellions about him; but that which was 
moſt affecting of himſelf and others, was whether] 
he mult die oo, which being anſwered, it made 


ſuch a deep impreſſion upon him, that from that] 


ime forward he was exceeding ſericus, and this} 


was when he was abont four years old. 


4. Ncw he was deſirous to know Wade might do 


that he might live in another worid, and what he muſt. 


z void, that he might not die for ever, and being in-. 
tiruQed by his godly parents, he ſoon labours to a- 


vcid whatſoever might diſpleate God; now tell him 


that any thing was finful, and that God would not 
have him to do it, and he is calily kept from it, and 
even at this time of day. the apprehenſions of God, 
ad dach, and eterniiy, laid ſuch a reftraint upon 
bim, toat he would net, for a world, have told a lye. 


5. He quicky learned to read exatily, and 100k || 
_ ſuch pieaſure in "reading of the ſcriptures and his 

«xrechilm, and other good books, that it is ſcarce 
to be paralleled; he would naturally run to his“ 
| book without bidding: when he came home from 

Aſchool, and when other children of his age and ac- 
_ quaintance were playing. he reckoned it his recrea · g 


tio t2 be doing that which is good. 

6. Wren he „as in coats he would be asking his 
maid ſerious queſtions, and pray ing ber to teach}; 
him his catechiſm, or ſciiptutes, or tome good 
ching; sommon diſcou fe he took no delight in, 


a 


4 
. 


bat did moſt eagerly deſite to be jucking in of the 
knowledge of the things of God, Chriſt, his ſoul, N 


and another world, | 7. He 
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7. H: : was greatly taken with the reading of tho 
book of Martyrs, and wou'd be ready to leave 
his dinner to go to his book. 
8. He was exceeding N of redeeming and 
improving of time; {carce a moment of it but he 
would give an excellent account of the expence of 


it; ſo that this child might have taught elder per- 


ſons, and will queſtionleſs condemn their idle and 
unaccountable waltinz of theſe precious hours in 
which they ſhould, as his {weet child, have been 


laying in proviſion for eternity. 


He could not er:dure to read any thing over 
ſlightly, but whatſoever he read, he dwelt upon it, 
labour'd to unde: and it thoroughly, and remem 
ber it; and what he could not undetſtand. he won 
oft ak his father or mother che meaning of it. 

10. When any chriltian friends have been dit 


courſing with his Fatner, if they began to talk any 
thing about re igion, to be ſure they ſhould have 


his company, and of his own a:cord he would leuve 
all to hear any thing of Chriſt, and ctept as cloſe 
to them as he could, and lidten as affectionately, 
though it were ſo: an hour or two, He was ſcatce 


ever known to expreſs the leaſt token ot weatineſe 


while he was hearing any thing that wa: good, and 


ſometimes when neighbours. children would come 


and call him out, and <ntice him, and beg of him 


to go with them, he could by no mears be pei ſuad- 
[> though he might have had the leave of his pa- 
rents, if he had any hopes that any Soo boy would 


come into his father's houſe. I 
11. He was very mocett whilſt ary ſtranger was 


preſe't, and was loth to ask them any queſtions : 


but as ſoon as they were gone, he would let his 


father know, that there was little {aid or done but 
he obſerved it, and would reflect upon What was 


OS pat 


4 2 5 4 Token 
paſt in | their diſcourſe, and deſire ſatisſaclicn in 
w bat he coul not underitand at preſont. 

12. Hz: was a boy of moſt prodigious parts for 
bis age, as wil appear from his ſolid and rational 
queſtions; I ſhall mention but two of many. _ 

13. The firſt was this, when he was reading by 
himſelf in Draiton's poems about Nas flood and 


the ark, he asked who built the ark ? It being an- | 


ſwered it was likely that Noah hired mien to help 


him to build it: and would they (laid he) build | 
an ark to ſave another, and not go into it them- 1 


ſelves? | 
24. Another queſſion he put was this: whether 


| had a greater glory, ſain's or argels? It being an- N 


| twered that angels were the molt excellent of creu- 
tures, and 'tis to be thought there na ute is made 
capable of greater gloty than mar.'s, be ſaid he was 
of another mind, and his reaſon was, becaule an— 
gels were ſervants, and ſaints are chioren; ard 
that Chriſt never tock upon him the nature of an- 
gels, but he tock upcn him the nature of ſaints, and 
by being man, he ba h advanced human nature a- 
bove the nature of angels. 


15. By this you may perceive the greatneſs of | 
his parts, and te bent of his thoughts. and thus he | 
continued for ſeveral years together, labouring ta þ 


get more and more ſpiritual knowecge, ard to 
prepare for an endleſs liſe. 


16. Mie was a child of an excellent ſweet tem- 


per, wonderful dutiful to fis parents, ready and 
Joyful to do what he va bid and by no means wor!'d 
do any thing to diſplea e them, and if they were 2 
any time feeming!y angry, he Would not fir from 
them tri] they were thoroughly recor.ci'ed to him. 
17. He was nat only good himſelf, but would 
do what he could to make othe's ſo tco, eſpecially 
ibo'e that were neareſt to him; he was very watch. 
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fal over his brethren and ſiſters, and would not ſuf- 


fer them to uſe any unhandſome words, or to do 


any unhaniiſome action; but he would be putting 
them upon that which was good, and when he did 
at any time rebuke them, it was not childiſhly and 
lightly, but with great gravity and ſeriouſneſs, as 
one that was not a little concerned for God's ho- 
nour, and the eternal welfare of their fouls. 

18 He woald go to his father ard mother wich 
great tenderneſ and comp. ſſion (being far from 
tell! g of tales) and beg of them to take more care 
of the ſouls of his brechren and ſiſters, and to take 
heed leſt they ſhould go on in a linfol Chriſtieſs 
fate, and prove their forrow and ſhame, and go 
to hell when they die, and be ruined for ever. 

19 He was exc*.dingly affected with bearing of 
the word of God preached, and could not be ſatis- 
feu except he could carry home much of the ſub- 
faice of what he heard; to this end he quickly 


pot to learn ſhort-hand, ard weuld give a very 


pre'ty. account of any ſermon that he heard. 

20. He was much engaged in ſecret duty, and. 
in reading the ſcriptures, to be fure morning and 
evening he would be by himſelf, and Was, 0 e 
tion, wreltling with God. | 

21. He would get choi:e ſcriptures by heart, and 
was very perfect at nis catechim. | 

22, The providences of God were not paſſed 
by without confider«bie obſervation by him. 

23. [a the time of the plague e was exceeding- 
ly concerned about dis foul and everlaſting date; 
very much by himſelf upon his knees. This prayer. 
was found written in ſhort-hand after his death. 

O Lord God and merciful Father, toke pity upon 
me a miſerable inner, and ſire ngthen me, O Lord 
in thy faith, and make me one of thy glorious ſaint, 
in BEAVER. | 0 Lard keep me 7. om this Feiſorcus ins 

Ot 0 5 EE, *ectiones : 


6 4 7 oken 
fection; however, not m y evil but thy avill be * | 
O Lord, on earth, as it 5 in heaven; but, O Lord, 
if thiuu haſt appointed me to die by it, O Lord, fe || 
me for death, and give me a good heart to bear up 
unarr y afflicttons: O Lord God and merciful a- 
ther, $A fity on me thy child, teach me () Lord thy 
c, mate me ſirong in faith, O Lord, I haue 
 Jnued againſt thee, Lord paraon my fins; 1 had been 
in heil n ago if it had not been for thy mercy; O 
Lord, 1 pray the to keep my farents in thy truth, 
and jave them from this in fection, if it be thy will N 
that the; may (ige to bring me up in thy truth: O. 


— he 


Leird I pray thee jlay this infection that rageth in 


this city, and pardon their ſins, and try them once 
more. and ſee if they will turn unto thee, Save 
me O Lord from this infection, that I may ide to | 
frai/e and glorify thy name; but, O Lord, If thou 
Hast affointed me to die of it, fit me for death. that | 
I may die wh confort; and O Lerd 1 fray thee 
to % me 10 bear up under all ens: for Cori] 
bis ſake. Amen, 

8 He „as not a little concerned for the whole | 
nan und begged that God would pardon che fins |. 
| of chis land, ond bring it neaier to himſclf 

25. About the beginning of November 1665, 
5 thi: ſweet child was fmoc? with the ciitemper, but 
he coriied it with a. miravie 2'1.nce under the hand ' 
of God. 

20. Iheſ⸗ are ſome of bis ding expreſſions | 
Lora i al be my phyfician, for he will. 
5 cure bath {024 1 RES 2 ay 
tal I. is the Lo. 4, let bim do avoat ſecmeih 
£204 TH his E, C5. *g210 
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It is the Lerd that |: 


Ladet atecy roy Peat, Pur 5 avid jeg as Job did, | 
Bleſled be tre rene 0 tic Lo: d. 1f I fkealld l live 
enger, | full ut fin agninli (god. Locking upon 
| is 2 tech er, he ſa d, i te Lord arcuid tut lend me 
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FS leaſt finger of his hand to lead me through the 
* eniry of death I will rejaice in him. 

. Wacn a miniſter n 1 —_ among other 
thi. 95 he ſpake ſomewhat of He ſaid, 44 58 
a-wicked wworid, yet it is 3001 10 e Card my parents, 
but it is better to ue ui 1 COTE —— 

28. An hour and an hut before his death, the 
ſame :alo'iter came again o viſit um, and asked 
him, art thou not afraid to aie H, anſweted, no, 

if the Lord wwiil cut co. ert me in that hour. | Bat, 
laid the min tter, £520 can thou expect cinjort, [ee 

ing ve Jejerve noc, Ie 3ntweied, no. if I bad 
my d-jerts I had bern in belt tang ag? Bai rtepiied 

the mini der, aich way d ſi thi e Os and 
faivition ſeci u thoa art a ſiuner ? tle anſveted, in 
Chrift alone — {a nom, abcu: an hour and an 
halt ate, ac fell aſleep, ſaying, re wou'd take a 
long fleep charging chem that were aboat aim not 
to awake um. | | 


He died when Fe awas ruuelve Jears, 5 'ree avec l., 
and a day eld. 


EX A A Ml P L F. IX. 


07 a chi. 227 that Was very eminent when ſhe 
was bettœben fu, and fis cars old, with 
ſome memorav.e paiſages of ber life. 


> \ NN LANE was boin at Colebrogh in the 
[ſs ond y of Lacks, Wh Was no ſooger able 
to Ir cak plain, and expreſ: any thing conſiderable 
of reaion, but me begau to 0 as if fe was ſancti- 
ſie from the very womb. 
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8 oo Toten 


2 She was very ſollicitous about her ſoul, what 


would become of it when ſhe ſhould die, and where 
me {h uld live for ever, and what ſhe ſhould do to 


te ſaved, when ſhe was about five years old, 
3. She was wont to be oft engaged in ſecret pray- 


er, ard pouring out of her ſoul in ſuch a manner as 
is rarely to be heard of from one of her years. 


4 U havirg occaſion to lie at Ce/ebrouh, ſent for 
her fa her, an old diſciple, an J/rcelite indeed, 
and defi ed him to g've me ſome account of his 


experiences, and how the Lord firſt wrought upon 
him. 


5. He pave r me this an{wer, that he was from 


a child ſomewhat civil, honeſt, and as to man, 
han. leſs, but was little acquainted with the Fower 
of religion, till this ſweet child pot him upon a 
_ thorough inquiry into the ſlate ef his foul, and would 
ul be begging cf bim, and plezding with him to 
redeen his tine, and to act with life and vigour in 
the this gs of Gd, which was no ime}! demonſtra- 


tion to him of the reality of inviſibles, that a very 


babe ard tackling fc uld ſpeak ſo ſeelingly about 
the things of Gcd, ard be fo greatly concerned rot | 


only atout Fer own ſoul, but about her fatker's too, 


which was the occz ſion of bis converſation ; and the 
very thought of it was a quickening to him for thirty 
years, and he hopes never to wear off the N 


lions of it from his ſpirit. 
. After this ſhe (as [ remembet) put her father 


upon family duties, and if at any time be was long 
abſent from his ſhop, ſhe would find him out, and 
with much ſweetneſs and humility beg of bim to 


come home, and to remember the preciouſneſs of 


time, for which we muſt all give an account. 


7 She was grieved if ſhe ſaw any that converſed 


with her father, if they were un profitable, unſav ory, 


or 2 icy hes diſcourſe of common gp. | 


$. Her - 


e 41S 
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8. Her own language was the language of Ca- 

naan. How ſolidly, profitable, and ſpiritually 

would ſhe talk ? So that ſhe made good people take 

great delight in her company, and jultly crew the 
admiration of all that knew her. 

9. She could not endure the company of common 


childſen, nor play, but was quite above all theſe 


things which mc children are taken with; her bu- 
ſineſs was to be readir g, praying, diſcourſing about 


the things of God, and any kind of bufinets that 


her age and ſtrengih was FRETS of, idle the would 


not be by any means. 


10. It was the greateſt recreation to her, to hear 
any got d people talking about God, Chriſt, their 
ſouls, che ſcriptures, or any ching that concerned 
another life. 
11. She had a range contempt of the world, 
and {corned thoſe things which molt are too much 
pleaſcd with. She could not be brought to wear 
auy laces, or any ching that the 9 Tuper- | 
Ro... | 
12. She would be complaining to her parents, | 
if ſhe ſaw any thing in them that ſhe judged would 
not be for the honour of religion, Ir ſuitable to that 
condition which the providence of God had ſet them 
in the world. 

13. The child was the Joy and delight of all 
the chriſtians there abouts in thoſe times, who was 
ſtill quickening and raiſing of the ſpirits of thoſe 
that talked with her. This poor babe was a great 


bel p to both father and mother, and her memory 
is ſweet to this day. 


14. She continued thus o walk as a atanger i in 


the world, and one that was making haſte to a bet- 
I ter place. And after ſhe had done a great deal of 
Work for God and ber own ſoul, and others too, 
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10 A. Token. 


= ſhe was called home to relt, and b inro che 
arms of Jeſus before ſhe was ten years old. 


pr ET - 


EXAMPLE x. 


Of 2 child that WAs e when ſhe Was 


between ſeven and tight years old, with 
ſome account of her laſt hours, and tr um- 
1 death. 


Abit ha Aller was the Logins of a holy 
and reverend miniitcr in Knut, who lived 


near Grawveſe,!, She was much aden ig the 
holy ſcriprures and her catechiſm, by her ather 
and mother, but there appcared oth'ng extraor- 
dinzry in her till the was between Wh and eight 


5 ; years old. 


2. About which time; hes he was fick, one 
ask. d her, what the thought would become of her 
if he ſhould die? She an{wered, that ihe was you 


ly afraid that ſhe ſhould got hell. 


3. Being asked why ſhe was afraid of going to 
hel! be anſ ered, becauſe the teared ſhe did not 


love God. 


4 Again, being asked how ſhe did know ſhe did 
not lo e God, 1h- icplied. What have 1 done for 


God ever ſince I was born? And befides this, have 


been Tu, hi, taat he that loves God keeps nis com- 


: mandme: Its, but | have kept gone of chem ar wil, 
. Leng farther demanded if the would not ran; 


TR, c God? She anſwered, „es, with all her heart, 


if ſhe could, but ſhe found « hard thing to love 
one ſhe did not bee. | 


8 She 


r 4 a. 


v5 95H rr — A 
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2 


him: She anſwered, ſte was afraid it was too late: 


Joy, that now ſhe bleſſed the Lord, ſhe loved the 
Lord jeſus dearly, ſhe felt ſhe did love him. 0 


8 We das diſſolution, which was no ſmall comfort 


| huſband, I am his bride ; I have given myſelf to 


ſeeth form zething. 


for Children. 11 


6. She was adviſed to beg of God a heart to love 


7. Being asked again whether ſhe was not ſorry 
that ſhe could not love God? She anſwered yes, 
but was (till afraid it was too late, 

8. Upon this, ſeeing her in ſuch a deſponding 
condition, a dear friend of hers ſpent the ne xt day 
in faſting and prayer for her, 1 

After this, that chriſtian friend 4 ked * how 
me did now ? She aniwered with a great deal of 


ſaid the, I love him dearly. 
10. Why, ſaid her friend, did you not ſay yeſ-_ 


terday, that you did not love the Lord, and that 


you could not? What did you mean to (peak fo 
ſtrangely ? Sure (ſa d ihe) it was Satan that did put 
it into my mind: but now I love him. O bleſſed 
be ag for the Lord Jeſu- Chriſt. : 
After this, the had a dilcovery of her ap- 


to her; Anon (aid ſhe, with a holy triumph) * 
ſhall be with Jeſus, I am married to him, he is my 


him, and he hath given himſelf to me, and [ mall 
live with him for ever. 
12, This t.ange language madethe W even 
ſtand aſtoniſned: but thus ſhe continued for ſome 
little time, in a kind of extaſy of joy, admiring the 
excellency of Chriſt, rejoicing in her i tereſt in 
a. and longing to be with him. 
After a while iome of her friends ſtanding 
by 5 obſerved a more than ordinary earneſtneſs 
and hxednelsin her coun; enance ; they ſaid one to 
another, Look how earneſtly ſhe looks, ſure ſhe 


= 14. One asked W hat. it was ſhe fed her eye: upon : 
{0 | 


12 A T oken 


"ih eagerly ? I warrant (faith one that x was by) ſhe 


ſeeth death a coming. 


5. No (faid ſhe) it is glory that I lee, it is that 
| 1 fix my eye upon 


16. One asked her what was alery like? She 


an{wer'd. I cant freak what, but I am going to 
it; will you go with me? Jam going to glory, O 
that all of youu were to go wi h me to that glory 


With which words her ſoul took wing and went 
to the peſſeſnon of tha! glory which ſhe had ſome 


believing fight of before. She 255 when ſhe was 
+ ters pſt ang nine- Run old. 


EE EX AMP LE XI. 
of a child that <was greatiy affected © with the 
 thinss of Cod, when ſh e WAS def) ou, 


with an cxae# acccant of ber admirable i 


carriage upon be r Death- ved. 


Oö Bicks was hen at 8 in Holland, 1 


Fan. 24, 1650. or very religious parents, 


whoſe great care was to inſtruct and catechiſe this 
| their child, and to preſent her to the miniſters of 


te place, to be 3 inſtructed and cate- 
S 
. It pleaſed the Lord to bleſs the voir educa- 


tion and good example of her parents, and cate- 


chiſing to the gocd of her ſoul, ſo that ſhe ſoon. 
had a true favour and rel.ſti of whit ihe was taught, 
and made admirable uſe of in a time of need, 


: as you mall hear after ards. 
3. She was a child of great Jutifulneſs to her pa- 


8 and of a very {wee!, humble, ſpiritual na- 


uure, aud not * its truth, bot ihe power and 


emi: 8 
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eminency af religion did ſh'ne in her ſo clearly, that 


| ſhe did not only comfort the hearts of her parents, 


but drew the admiration of all that were wiineſles 
of God's works of love upon ler, and may well 
be propoſed as a pattern, not only to children, but 
to perſons of riper years. 
4. She continued in a courſe of eefigioa duties 
for ſome conſiderable time, ſo that her life was 


more excellent than moſt chriſtians, bat in her laſt 


ſickneſs ſhe excelled heiſ-!f, and her deporiment 


| was fo admirable, that partly through wonder and 


alloniſſ ment. and partly through ſorrow, many 


| obſervable things were paſſed by without commit- 
ting to paper, which deſerved to have been written 

In letters of gold: but take theſe which follow, as 
ſome of many which were taking from her dying 


lips, and firft publiſhed by religious and judicious 
chrittians in Datch, afterwards tranſlated, and with 
a little alteration of the ſtile {for the benefit of Exg- 
gli-b children, brought into this form by me. 

5. In the month of Auguſt 1664, when the peſtt= = 


Bp lence raged ſo much in Hallau, this ſweet child 
Was ſmitten, and as ſoon as ſhe felt herſeif very 
ill, ſhe was ſaid to break forth with abundence of 


ſenſe and feeling, in theſe following words: {f 


5 thy Laab Were net my n 1 /hould Peri i in my af- 
7 1 | 


Her father coming to her to encourage her in 


| Pp kenne laid to her, be of good comfort my 


child, for the Lord will be near to thee and us, un- 
der this heavy and ſore trial, he will not forfake us 
though ne chaſten us. Vea father (ſaid ſhe) our 
heavenly father does chaſten us for our profit, tnat 


ue may be pariakers of his holineſs; no chaſtiſe - 
ment ſeemeih for the preſent to be joyous, but grie- 
vous, but afterwards i it vieldech the peaceable fruit of 


e | 


14 „ Rn 
righteouſneſs to them which are exerciſed thereby. 
The Lord is now chaſtening of me upon this ſick 


bed, but T hope he will bleſs it ſo to me, as to cauſe 
it to yield to me that bleſſed fruit, according to the 


liches of his mercies which fail not. 
7. After this ſhe ſpake to God with her eyes liſt 


. up to heaven, laying, Be myrciful to me, O father, 
| be merciful to me a finer, according to thy word. 
8. Then looking upon her forrowful parents, 
the ſaid, It is ſaid, CN thy burthen upon the Lord, 
and he foall ſuſtain thee, and he will never ſuffer the 
rigbiecis to be moved. Therefore, my dear father 
and mother, caſt all your care upon him, who 
cauſes all things to go well that do concern you. 


9. Her mother ſaid unto her, O my dear child, 


LIhave no ſmall! comfort from the Lord in thee, and 

the fruit of his grace, whereby thou haſt been ſo 
much exerciſed unto godlineſs in reading the word, 
in prayer and gracious diſcourſe, to the edification 

of thyſelf and us. The Lord himſelf who gave 
| thee to us, make up this lots, if it be his pleaſure 
to take thee away from us. 

Io. Dear mother (ſaid ihe) though I leave you, 

and you me, yet God will never leave us; for it 


is ſaid, Can a woman forget her fucking child, 


that the ſhuuld not have compaſſion on the fruit 
of her womb, yet I will not forget thee, behold 
I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands. 
., O comtortable words, both for mother and chil- 


Kren! Mark, dear mother, how faſt the Lord 


keeps and holdeth his people, that he doth even 
grave them upon the palms of his hands. Though 
I mult part wich you, and you with me, yet, 
bleſſed be Cod, he will never part citber from 
you or me. 


do 
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dy. £0 reſt a while, but after a little time awaking 
ck again, her father aſked her how it was with her? 
uſe | She made no direct anſwer, but aſked what day it 
the] was ? her father ſaid it was the Lord's day. Well 

then, ſaid ſhe, have you given up my name to be 
iſt | remembered in the public prayers of the church? 
cr, | Her father told her he had. I have learnt, ſaid ſhe, 
| that the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous 
its, availeth much. | EE 


Md, 12. She had a very high eſteem for the faithful 
the miniſters of Chriſt, and much deſired their company 
1er where ſhe was, but knowing the hazard that ſuch 
ho a viſit would expoſe them and the church to, ſhe 
1. | would by no means ſuffer that the miniſters ſhould 
Id, ccme near her perſon, but choſe rather to throw 
nd herſelf upon the arms of the Lord, and to improve 
ſo that knowledge ſhe had in the word, and her former 
rd, experience, and the viſits of private chriltians, and 
on | thoſe which the church had appointed in {uch caſes 
well to viſit and comfort the fick. gg. 
rel 13. One of thoſe which came to vifither, was of 
very great ule to her to comfort her, and lift her 
zu, up, in ſome meaſure, above the fears of death. 
it 14. I hough young, ſhe was very much concerned 
d, for the intereſt of God and religion, for goſpel mi- 
uit nitters, and for the fins, and the decay of the power 
la | of godlineſs in her own country, which will further 
1s. appear by what may follow. . 

il- J 15. Her father coming in to her, found her in 
rd an extraordinary paſſion of weeping, and aſked her 
en | what was the cauſe of her great forrow ? She an- 
zh fſwered, Have I not cauſe to weep, when I hear that 
et, Mr. de Nit was taken ſick this day in his pulpit, 
m and went home very ill; is not this a fad lign of 


: God's diſpleaſure to our country, when he {miteth 
d ſuch a faithful paſtor? ?: „„ 
to 106. She had a high valuation of God, and could 
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Toeak i in David's language, N Jom have lin A 
tut thee, and there is none upon earth I can defire in 
 eonifariſon of thee. She was much lifted up above 
the fears of death. What elſe was the meaning of 
ſuch expreſſions as theſe, O how ds I long ! even 48 
the heart panteth after the 4water-brooks, ſo my ſcul 
panteth after thee, O God, fer God the living God, 
I ben ſha I come and at pear befre God? 


17 She was a great hater of fin, and did, with 


much grief and ſelf abhorrence refiet upon it: but 
that which lay moſt upon her heart, was the cor- 
ruption of her nature, and original ſiu. How often 
would ſhe cry out in the words of the pſalmiſt, Be- 
 beld I was jhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my mother 
conceive me, and 1 wvas altogether born in in. She 
could never lay herſelf low enough under a ſenſe of 
that original fin which ſhe brought wich ber into the 
world. 

188. She ele many things very Jud: coully of 
ys old man, and putting it off and of the new 


man and putting it on; which ſhewed that ſne was 


no ſtranger to converſion, and that ſhe, in ſome 
m aſure, underſtood what mortification, ſell den al, 
and taking up of her crois, and following of Chriſt 
meant. I hat ſcripture was much in her mouth, 7 he 
_ ſacrifices of God are a contrite heart, a broken and a 
contrite ſpirit, O Gad thou auiit not deſpiſe. That 
brokeneis of heart (aid ſne) which is built upon 
and flows from faith, and that tan which is built 
pon Chriit, who is the proper and alone lacrifice 
8 for fin. Theſe ate her own words, 
2209. Aﬀreerwacds ſhe <elired to telt, and when ſhe 
had ſlumbeted a while ſhe ſaid, O dear father and 
mother, how weak do: feel my felt! My gear child 


(laid her father) God will, in his tender mercy, - 


tirengthen thee 1 in thy weakneſs. Yea father (ſaid 
| Aae chat is my conhdence : for! it is laid, The bruiſed 
25 reed 
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reed be will mat break, and the ſmoaking flax he will 


not quench. 

20. Then ſhe diſcourſed excellently of the nature 
of faith, and deſired that the eleventh of the Helbra 
ſhould be read unto her; at the reading of which, 
ſhe cryed out, O what a ſtedfaſt faith was that of 
Abraham, which made him willing to offer up his 
own and only ſon! Faith is the ſubſtance of things 
TI for, the evidence of things not ſeen. 

. Her father and mother hearing her excellent 


1 diſcourſe, and ſeeing her admiradle carriage, burſt 


out into abundence of tears: upon which, ſhe plead- 
ed with them ta be patient, and content with the hand 
of God. O (ſaid he) why do you weep at this 

rate over me, ſeeing I hope, you have no reaſon to 
queſtion, but if the Lord take me out of this miſera- 
ble world, it ſhall be well with me to all eternity, 
You ought to be well ſatisied, ſeeing it is aid, G 


| i#s in heaven, and doeth whatſoever pleaje!h him: 


and do you not pray every day, that the will of God 


may be done upon earth, at it is in heaven? Now 


father, this is God's will, that I ſhould lie upon this 


ſick bed, and of this d ſesſe: thall we not be con- 


tent when our prayers are anſwered? Would not 


| your extream ſorrow be murmuring agai.t God, 


without whoſe good pleaſure nothing comes to paſs. | 


Although J am firuck with this fad diſcaſe, yet be- 


cauſe it is the will of God, that doth filence me, 
and I will, as long as [ live, pray that God's will 


may be done, and not mine. 


22. Seeing her parents ſtil] very much moved, the . 
further argued with them from the providence of 
God, which had a ſpecial hand in every common 
thing, much more in the diſpoſal of the lives of men 
and women: Are not two ſparrows ſold for a gar- 
thing, and not one of them fall to the ground with 


| #47 cur heavenly 1 4 Yea, the hairs of our bead 


ares 
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are all numbered, therefer: fear not, pen are of more 


value than many "arrows, Adverſity and proſperity 


they are both good. Some things ſeem evil in our 


eyes, but the Lord turns all to the good of them 
Which: are Riss. 


23. She came then to freak particul. arly concern- 


ing the plague: Doth not (ſaid ſhe) the peſtilence 
come from God? Why elſe doth the ſcripture ſay, 
S ball there be evil in the city <vhich I have not ſent & 
What do thoſe people mean, which ſay, the peſti- 


| lence comes from the air? Is not the Lord the creu- 


tor and ruler of the air, and are not the elements 


under his government? Or if they ſay it comes from 


the earth, hath he not the ſame power and influence 
upon that too? M hat talk they of a ſkip that came 
from Africa? Have ye not read long ago out of 


Lew. xxvi. 25. I ſhall bring a favord upon you, and 
_ avenge the quarrel of my covenant, and when you are | 


aſſembled in the cities, then will J bri ng the . 0 


in the midſt of you. : 
24. Atter this, having nes ſome little reſt, ſhe 
ſaid, O now is the day tor opening the firſt queſtion 


of the catechiſm, and if we were there we ſhould || 


hear, that whether in death or life, a believer is 
Chriſt's, who hath redeemed us by his own precious 
blood from the power of the devil; and then ſhe 
quoted Rom. xiv. 7, 8. For none of us 3 unto him- 
felt, and none of us aieth unto himſelf. For wwhether wwe 
_ live, we live unta the Lord; and whether we die, we 
die unto the Lord, whether then eve live or 4. WE 
are the Lord's. Then be comforted, for whether I 


live or die, I am the Lord's. O why do you afflict 1 


yourſelves thus! But what ſhall I ſay ? with weep- 


5 ing I came into the world, and with weeping I muſt | 
go out again. O my dear parents, better is che — 1 


5 of my death, than the day of my birth. _ 
"#3: WES a th had thus — her father and 


err 


r 


e mother, | 5 


for Children. 1 
mother, ſhe deſired her father to pray with her, and 
to requeſt of the Lord that ſhe might have a quict 


and peaceable paſſage into another world. 


26. Aſter her father had pra, ed for her, he aſk- 


ed her, whether he ſhould fend for the phyſician: 


ſhe anſwered by no means, for I am now beyond the 
help of doctors. But, ſaid he, my child, we are to 
uſe the ordinary means appointed by the Lord for our 
help, as long as we live, and letthe Lord do as ſeem- 
eth good in his eyes. But, ſaid ſhe, give me the 
heay, enly phyſician, he is the only helper. Doth 
not he ſay, Come unte me all ye that are <veary and 
heax y laden, and I will give you reſl ? and doth not 
he bid us call upon him in the day of diſtreſs, and 
he will deliver us, and we ſhall glorify him: there- 
fore, dear father, call upon him yet again for me. 
27. About this time a chriſtian friend came in to 


viſit her, who was not a little comforted when he 


heard and ſaw ſo much of the grace of God, living 


in a poor young thing, which could not but ſo far 
affect him as to draw tears of joy and admiration 


from him, and her deportment was ſo teaching, that 


he could not but acknowledge himſelf greatly edi- 


fied and improved by her carriage and language. 


28. Thatwhich was not the leaſt obſervable inher 


was the ardent affection ſhe had for the holy ſerip- 


tures and her catechiſin; in whichſhe was thorough- 


ly inftructed by the godi ly divines of the place where 


ſhe lived, which ſhe could not but own as one of the 
greateſt mercies next the Lord Chriſt. O how did 


the bleſs God for her catechiſm, and beg of her fa- 


ther to go particularly to thoſe miniſters that had 
taken ſo much pains with her to inſtruct her in her 


catechiſm, and to thank them from her a dying child, 
for their good inſtructions, and tolet them underitand 


for their er couragement to go on in that work of ca- 
bechiing, how refreſhing thoſe wuchs were now to 


her 
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her in the hour of her diſtreſs, O that ſweet cat 


chiſing, ſaid ſhe, unto which I did always reſort 


with gladneſs, and attended without wearineſs. 
29. She was much above the varities of the world 


and took no pleaſure at all in thoſe things which u- | 
ſually take up the heart and time of young ones. She 
would ſay that the was grieved and aſhamed both 
for young and old, to ſee how mad they were 
upon + and how bann they ſpent their 
time. 


30. She was not forgetful of the care and lore of 
her maſter and miſtreſs, which taught her to read 
end work, but ſhe deſired that thanks might alſo be 


| particularly given to them. Indeed ſhe thought ſhe | 
could never be thankful enough boch to God and man | 
for that kindneſs that ſhe had experience of: But a- 
gain and again ſhe deſired to be ſure to thank the 
miniſter that inſtructed her, either by N o 
= preaching. 


31. After ſome reſt her father asked her again, 


how ſhe did, and began to expreſs ſomewhat of the = 
ſatisfaction EF Joy that he had taken in her former 


diligence in her readiog the ſcriptures, and writing, 


and her dutifulneſs, and that great progreſs that ſhe 


had made in the things of God, upon which {he 


 _ humbly and ſweetly deſired to own God and his 
| kindneſs in her godly education, and ſaid, that ſhe | 


eſteemed her holy education under ſuch parents and 
minilters as a greater portion than ten thoutand gil- 
ders, for thereby I have learned to comfort e 


out of the word of God, which the world beiide: 


could never have afforded. 
32. Her father perceiving her to grow very weak, 


ſaid, I peceive child thou art very weak: It is true 
Sir (ſaid ſhe) [feel my weakneſs increaſing, ad! [ tee 
your forrow increaſing too, which is a piece of my 
: En! be content] pray You, it is the Lord which 


daoth 


„n Nee eee =anNdy Hp wwowr 


d 
of 


„ 


not to beover-grieved for her after her death, urging 


- 
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doth it, and let you and I ſay with David, Let us 
Fall into the Lord's hands, for his mercies are great. 


33. She had laid a great charge upon her parents 


that of David upon them, while the child was ſick, 
he faſted and wept, but when it died, he waſhed his 
face, and ſate up and eat, and ſaid, Can I bring 
biin back again from death, T ſhall go to him but he 


ſhall not return to me. So ought you to ſay after 


my death, our child is well, Br we know it ſhall 


be well with them that truſt in the Lord. She did 
lay a more particular and ftriftcharge upon her mo- 
ther, ſaying to her, Dear mother, who have done 


ſo much for me, you mutt promiſe me one thing 


before I die; and that is, that you will not forrow - 


over-much for me: I ſpeak thus to you, becaule I 


am afraid of your great affliction : conſider others 


loſſes, what they have been; remember J; for- 
get not what Chriſt foretold, Ia the aworld you ſhall 
Hawe tribulation, but be of guod cheer, in nie you ſhall 
have peace: and muſt the apoſtles ſuffer ſo great 
tribulation, and mult we ſuffer none? Did not Jeſus. 


deu me, fer of ſuch is the RIngaum of Peaven ; ar he 


by 
1698 


Chriſt, my only life and ſaviour, ſweat drops of 
blood? Was he not in a bitter agony, mocked, ſpit 


| at, nailed to the croſs, and a {ſpear thruſt through 
his bleſſed ſide, and all this for my ſake, and on 
the account of my ns? Did not he cty out, My 


God, my Cod, why haſt thou forſaken me * Did not 


_ Chriſt hang naked on the croſs, to purchaſe for me 
| the garments of ſalvation, and to cloath me with his 
righteouſneſs, for there is ſalvation in no otlier nam. 

34. Being very feeble and weak, the ſaid, Oi 
I might quietly ſieep in the boſom of Jeſus ! and 


that till then he would ſtrengthen me O that he 
would take me into his arms, as he did thoſe 1itile 
ones, when he ſaid, Suffer little children to e 
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took them into his arms, and laid his hand; on them and 


bleſſed them. I lie here as a child, O Lord, I am 
thy child, receive me into thy gracious arms. O 


Lord, Grace! Grace! and not Juſtice! for if thou 
ſhouldſt enter into judgment with me, I cannot 
ſtand, yea, none living ſhould be juſt in thy fight. 
33. After this ſhe cried out, O how faint am I! 


but fearing leſt ſhe ſhould diſhearted her mother, 
ſhe ſaid, While there is life, there is hope: if it 
ould pleaſe the Lord to recover me, how careful 
would | be to pleaſe you in my work and learning, 
and whatſoever you ſhould require of me! 


36. After this, the Lord did again ſend her 


ſtrength, and ſhe laboured to ſpend it all for Chriſt, 
in the awakening, edifying and comforting of thoſe 
that were about her; but herchiefeſt endeavour was | 
to ſupport her dear parents from extraordinary for- 
row, and to comfort them out of the ſcriptures, tel- 
ling them that ſhe knew that all things did work | 
together for the good of them that did love God, 
even to thoſe which are called according to his pur- | 
© Poſe. + O God, eſtabliſh me with thy free ſpirit ! 


Who ſhail ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ? 
Jam perſuaded that neither life, nor death, nor 


angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things | 

_ Preſent, nor things to come, nor heighth, mor | 
depth, nor any other creature, ſhall ſeparate us | 
from the love of God, which is towards us in 

_ Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. My ſheep (/aith Chriſt) | 
hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow | 
me, and I give unto them eternal life, and they | 
mall never perith, and no man ſhall pluck them 
out of my hands. My father who gave them me | 
is greater than all, and none ſhall pluck them out 
of my father's hands. Thus ſhe ſeemed to attain _ 
holy confidence in God, and an aſſurance of her 
ſtate as to another world, ” 


37. When 
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7. When ſhe had a little refreſhed herſelf with 
reſt, "Hs burſt forth with abundance of joy and 


ladneſs of heart, with a holy triumph of faith, 
Gying, Death is ſwallowed up in victory, O death 
where is thy ſting? O grave where is thy victory? 
the ſting of death is fin, and the ſtrength of fin 1s 


the law; but thanks be to God, who hath given 
us the victory through our Lord and Saviour le- 
ius Chhriſt. | | 
238. That ſhe might the better ſupport her friends, 

ſhme ſtill inſiſted upon that which might take off 


ſome of their burthen, by urging the neceſſity of 


death: We are from the earth, and to the earth 
we muſt return: duſt is the mother of us all, the 
Auſt ſhall turn to duſt, from whence it is; and the 
| ſpirit to God who gave it. 
39. Then ſhe diſcourſed of the ſhortneſs of man's 
| life. O what is the life of man! The days of man 
upon the earth are as graſs, and the flowers of the 
field, fo he flouriſheth ; the wind paſleth over it, 
and it is gone, and his place knows him no more. 
4860. She further urged the ſin and ſorrow that did 
attend us in this life, and the longer we live, the 


more we ſin; now the Lord will free me from that 


ſin and forrow- We know not the thoughts of 
God, yet do we know ſo much, that they are 


mercy and peace, and do give an expected end. 


But what ſhall I ſay, my life ſhall not continue 
long, I feel much weakneſs. O Lord, look upon 

me eraciouſly, have pity upon my weak diftrefied | 
heart. I am oppreficd, undertake for me, that J 

may ſand faſt and overcome. : 

41. She was very frequent in ſpiritual ejacula- 

tions, and it was no ſmall comfort to her, that the 
Lord Chriſt did pray for her, and promiſe to ſend 
his ſpirit to comfort her. It is ſaid (ſaid ſhe) I Will 

: puy the Father, and he ſhall ire you another 
D 2 555 


me from it. 85 % ey 
43. She comforted herſelf and her father in that 
excellent ſcriptu e, Rom. viii. 15—17. Ye have 
not received the ſpirit of bondage again to fear, 
but ye have received the ſpirit. of adoption, by 
which ye cry Abba, Father. It is the ſpirit that 
witneſſech with our ſpirits, that we are the children 
of God; and if children, then we are heirs, heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Chrilt. You ſee thence | 
father, that | ſhall be a fellow-heir with Chhriſt, 


_Ev.eHivg for me. 
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comforter. O let him not leave me! O Lord con- 


tinue with me till thy work be finiſhed. 


42. She had very low and undervaluing thoughts 
of herſelf, and her own righteouſneſs; or elie what 


meant her crying out in ſuch language as that, none | 
but Chriſt! without thee I can do nothing ! Chriit *' 
is the true vine! O let me be a branch of that vine: 
what poor worms are we! O dear father, how lame 


and halting do we go in the ways of God and (al. 
vation? We know but in part, but when that which 


is perfect is come, then that which is imperfect 


ſhall be done away. O that I had attained to that 


now: But, what are we ourſelves? not only weak- 
neſs and nothingneſs, but w ickedneſs. For all the 
thoughts and imaginations of man's heart are only 
evil, and that continually : we are, by nature, chil- 
dren of wrath, and are conceived and born in ſin 
And unrighteouſneſs. Oh! this wretched and vile 
thing fin! but thanks to God who hath redeemed | 


who hath ſaid, In my father's houſe are many man- 


ions, if it were not ſo, I would have told you, I 
go to prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and take you to myſelf, that where I am there ye 

may be alſo. O Lord, take me to thyſelf, Be- 


hold, dear mother, he hath prepared à place and 


44. Yea, 


mall frengthen you with his holy ſpirit, until he 
bath fitted and prepared you fully for that pace 


How lovely are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hoſts, 


fer Children 25 
44. Yen, my dear child, ſaid her mother, he 


which he hath provided for you. 
45. Yea, mother, it is ſaid in Pſalm univ. 


my ſoul doth thirſt for the courts of the Lord: one 


day in thy courts is better than a thouſand ; yea, 1 


had rather be a door-keeper in the houſe of God, 


than dwell ia che tents of the wicked. Read that 


palm, dear mother, wherewith we may comfort 
one another. As for me, I am more and more 


ſpent, and draw near my laſt hour. 5 
45. Ihen the deſired to be prayed with, ank 
| beg? zed that the Lord would give her an eaſy pal- 


ſage. 
| 47: 7: After this me turned to her ker, and, 
with much affection ſhe ſaid, ah my dear and lo- 


| -ving mother, that which cometh: from the heart, 
doch ordinarily go to the heart, once more com 
| ard kits me before I leave vou 


48. She was not a little concerned abit he fot $ 


of the reſt of her relations, and did particularly 
charge it ufon her father to do what he cou. d pot- 


ſibly to bring them up in the ways of God. O let 
my fitter be trained u p in the ſer: e and cate- 
chiſing. as [| have beam. | 


49. "Ito merly wept ſor my ſiſter, think; ing that 


* : the would die before me, ard row ſhe weejeth for 
me, and then the killed her weeping filter ; alſo ſhe 


took her young little ſiſter in her arms, a child of 
fix months old, and ſhe kiſſed it with much affecti- 
on, as if her very bowels had moved witkin her, 
and ipoke with many heart-breaking words, both _ 


to her parents and the children. 


50. Her father ſpake to one that was by, to 
take che Ss little child away from her, from the 
D 3. © 5, . 
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ſerve the three children in the fiery furnace; and 
did you not teach me that ſeripture? when thou 
paſſeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, 
neither ſhall the flame kindle upon the. 
51. She had a very ſtrong faith in the doctrine 
| of the reſurrection, and did greatly ſolace her ſoul 
with excellent ſcriptures which do ſpeak the happy 


rated from their bodies, and what ſhe quoted out of 
the ſcripture, ſhe did excellently and ſuitably ap- 


f | | ply to her own uſe, incomparably above the com- 


mon reach of her ſex and age. That in 1 Cor. xv. 
42. was a good ſupport to her, 7he body is ſown in 


Rs „ 


cordial. Behold, thus it is, and thus it ſhall be 
= with my mortal fleſh, Bleſſed are the dead which 
? 4 ; die in the Lord, becauſe they reſt from their la- 


_ [ 75 
1 K And then ſhe ſweetly applies it, and takes in this 
_ } / | . 

"8 


bours, and their works do follow them. The 


righteous periſh, and no man layeth it to heart, 
and the upright are taken away, and no man re- 


Ky . =, l 
3 ö gardeth it, that they are taken away from the 


evil to come, they ſhall enter into peace, they ſhall | 


| reſt in their beds every one who walketh in their 


| fleep in that bed-chamber, | TO 
52. Then ſhe quoted Fob xix. 25, 26, 27. 
| now that my redeemer liweth, and that he fall 


* 1 fand at the latter end upen the earth ; and though 
i 42ƷFter my ſein, avorms deſtt oy this body, yet in my 
tl Hash frail I fee God; awham I ſhall ſee for myſelf, 


| and my eyes ſhall behold, and not anather's, though 


J . 
: . ” 
_ — 


| hazard of that fery diſtemper, and bid his daughter 
to give her to them, for he had already too much 
to bear. Well father, ſaid ſhe, did not God pre- 


ſtate of believers, as ſoon as their ſouls are ſepa- 


" corruption, but it ſhall be raiſed incorruptible ; it is | 
1 * Sewn in diſhonour, it ſhall be raiſed in glory; it is 
Laon in cvenkneſs, but it ſpall be raiſed in power. 


uprightneſs. Behold, now father, I ſhall reſt and 


my. 
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This, for the hour is coming in which all that are in 


* Come ye bleſſed of my father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you before the foundation of 


me, and gave himſelf for me. I am ſaved, and 
that not of myſelf, it is the gift of God, not of 


my ſpeech faileth me, pray to the Lord for a quiet | 
cloſe to my combat. 
2 ſad is that to us that we muſt part? ſhe anſwered, 1 


again; I go to Jefus Chriſt. 


her ſeein "g her precious brother and ſiſter again in 


much cry and call upon God to the laſt moment of 


5 Children: 27 


Pry reins be ten auithin me. Behold now, fa- 
ther, this very ſkin which you ſee, and this very 
fleſh which you ſee, ſhall be raiſed up again; and 
theſe very eyes which are now ſo dim, ſhall, on 
that day, ſee and behold my dear and precious re- 
deemer, albeit the worms eat up my fleſh, yet with 
theſe eyes ſhall I behold God, even 1 mylelf, and 
not another for me. 

53. Then ſhe quoted Fobn v. 28. 1 el not at 


D 
their graves ſhall hear his voice, and come forth ; 


thoſe that have done good to the reſurrection of life. 
See, father, I ſhall riſe in that day, and then 1 
ſhall behold my redeemer ; then ſhall he ſay, 


the world. | 
54. Behold now L live, yet not I, but Chriſt ; 


W in me, and the life that I now live in the 
fleſh is by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 


works, leaſt any man ſhou'd boaſt. 
5s. My dear parents, now we muſt fportly part, 


56. Her parents replied, ah our dear child! how 
go to heaven, and there we ſhall find one another 
57. Then ſhe comforted herſelf to think of 5 
glory. go to my brother Jacob, who did ſo 


his breath: and to my little ſiſter, who was but three 
| years old when ſhe died ; who, when we aſked 
** . her 


8 4 Token en 
her, whether ſhe would die? anſwered yes, if it 
de the Lord's will. I will go to my little brother 


if it be the Lord's will, or I will ſtay with my mo- 
ther, if it be the Lord's will. But I know that 1 


hall die, and go to heaven and to God. O ſee, 


how ſo ſmall a babe had fo much given it, to be- 


have itſelf every way, and in all things ſo ſubmiſ- | 
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ſively to the will of God, as if it had no will of its 
own; but if it be the will of God, if it pleaſe 
God ; nothing for her but what was the will and 
\ Pleaſure of God; and therefore dear father and 
mother, give the Lord thanks for this his free and 
rich grace, and then I ſhall the more gladly be 
gone. Be gracious then, O Lord, unto me alſo, | 
be gracious to me, waſh me throughly from my 
unrighteouineſs, and cleanſe me from my fin. |} 
58. After this her ſpirit was refreſhed with the | 
| ſenſe of the pardon of her fins, which made her to 
cry out, behold, God hath waſhed away my fins, 
O how do [I long to die! The apoftle ſaid, In this 
body we earneſtly ſigh and groan, longing for our 
houſe which is in heaven, that we may be cloathed 
therewith. Now I alſo lie here ſighing and long - 
ing for that dwelling which is above. In the 
laſt ſermon which I heard, or ever ſhall hear, I 
heard this, which is matter of great comfort un- 
„„ . „ „„ 
Fo. Then ſhe repeated ſeveral notable ſcriptures 


which were quoted in that ſermon, afterward ſhe | 


deſired to be prayed with, and put petitions into 
their mouths, v. That all her fins might be for- 
given, that ſhe might have more abundant faith, 
and the aflurance of it; ana the comfort of that 
aſſurance, and the continuation and ſtrength of 


that comfort, according as her neceſlity ſhould re- 


quire, Atterwards ſhe pray ed herſelf, and conti- 
nued ſome time. e pas 
e 60. When 


„„ 
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50. When prayers were ended, ſhe called to her 

| Father and mother, and demanded of them, whe- 

ther ſhe had at any time angred or grieved them, 

or done any thing that did not become her? And 

| begged of them to forgive her. Es 

61. They anſwered her, that if all children had 

carried then, ſelves ſo to their parents as ſhe had 

done, there would be leis grief and forrow on all 
hands than there is; and if any ſuch thing had eſ- 


caped thee, we woukd forgive it with all our hearts, 
you have dene as became a good child. 5 


62 Her heart being comforted with her peace 
with God and her parents, ſhe began to diſpoſe of 
her books; particularly ſhe entrented her mother 


to «eep Mr. De its catechiſe lectures, as long as 


me lived, tor her fake, and let my little filter have 
my other book, in remembrance of me. 


63. Then, ſhe ſaid, ſhe felt her breaſt exceed- 
ingly pained, by which ſhe knew that her end was 


very nigh. Her father ſpake to her as he was a- 
ble, telling her, the Lord would be her ſtrength in 

__ the hour of her neceflity. . LO 
64. Yea, (ſaid ſhe The Lord is my ſhepherd, 
although I pais through the valley of the ſhadow 
ot death, I will not fear, for thou art with me, 
thy rod and thy ſtaff, they comfort me: And it 
is ſaid, the ſufferings of this preſent life are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that ſhall 
be revealed in us. Shall |] not ſuffer and endure, 
ſeeing my glorious redeemer was pleaſed to ſuffer 
ſo much for me? O how was he mocked and 
crowned with thorns, that he might purchaſe a 
crown of righteoutuels for us: And that is the 
crown of which Paul ipoke, when he ſaid, I“ 
have fought tie good fight, { have finiſhed my 
courſe, 1 have kept the faith, henceforth is laid 
up cor me a crown of righteouſneſs, Which the 
1 8 e 4-45: eee, 
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Lord, the righteous judge ſhall give unto me in 
that day; and not only to me, but to all who 
love his appearing. 

65. Ye are bought with 2 price, than glo- 
rify God with your ſouls and bodies, which are 
his. Muſt I not then exalt and bleſs him while 


I have a being, who hath bought me with his 


blood? Surely he hath born our griefs, and took 


our infirmities, and we eſteemed him ſmitten and 


' ſtricken of God; but he was wounded for our 


tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our fins : The cha- 


ſliſement of our peace was upon him, and by his | : 


| firipes are we healed, and the Lord laid upon him 
the iniquity of us all. Behold the lamb of God 
that taketh away the ſins of the world: that lamb 


is Jeſus Chriſt who hath ſatisfied for my ſins. So E 


faith Paul, Ye are waſhed, ye are ſanctified, ye are 


| Jultiied in the name of our Lord Jeſus, and through 


the ſpirit of our God. 


66. My end is now wery near, now I ſhall put - 


on white raiment, and be cloathed before the 


| lamb, that ſpotleſs lamb, and with his ſpotleſs 


righteouſneſs. Now are the angels making ready 
to carry my ſoul before the throne of God. Theſe 
are they who have come out of great tribulation, 


who have waſhed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the lamb | 


67. She {poke this with a bring voice, but full 1 


of ſpirit, and of the power of faith. 


68. Her lively aifurance ſhe further uttered in 


the words of the apottle; We know that if this 
_ earthly houſe of our tabernacle be diſſolved, we 
have one which is built of God, which is eternal 


in the heavens; for in this we figh for our houie 
- hich is in heaven, that we may be cloathed there- 


— 


Go. There faker, you fe that my p body's is this 
| taber. 


ine 
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tabrrnacte; which now ſhall be broken down; my 
ſoul ſhall now part from it, and ſhall be taken up 
into the heavenly paradiſe, into that heavenly 7e- 
riſalem. There ſhall I dwell and go no more out, 
but ſit and ſing, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God 
of hoſts, the Lord of Sabbath! Her laſt words were 
theſe; O Lord God, into thy hands I commit my 
ſpirit, O Lord be gracious, be merciful to me a poor 
ſinner.— And here ſhe fell aſleep. 
70. She died the firſt of September 1664, betwixt 
ſeven and eight in the evening, in the fourteenth _ 

year of her age; having obtained that which ſhe 
Jo of: imtreated of the Lord, a quiet and eaſy de- 
parture, and the end of her faich che falvation of - 
her foul. 


bm 
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EXAMPLE XII. 


& the excellent carriage of a Child upon his 


death-bed, when but ſeven years old. 


[ 4cob Bicks, the brother of Suſanne Bicks, was 
— born in Leiden, and had a religious educa- 
tion under his godly parents, the which the Lord 
Was pleaſed to ſanctify to his converſion, and by 
it lay in excellent proviſions to live upon in an 


hour of diſtreſs. 


2. This ſweet little child was viſited of the Lonk 8 
of a very fore ſickneſs three or four weeks before 
his ſiſter, of whole life and death we have given 


you {ome account already: in his diſtemper he was 


for the molt part very ſleepy and drowſy, till near 
his death, but when he did awake, he was wont 


to be much gages 1 in prayer, 


z. once 
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3. Once when his parents had been praying with 
him, they aſked him again if they ſhould ſend 
for the phyſician? No (ſaid he) I will have the 
doctor no more; the Lord will help me: I know 
5 will take me to himſelf, and then he ſhall help 
_ 5 e 


4. Ah my dear child, ſaid his father, that grie- 


veth my heart: Well (ſaid the child) father, let us I 


pray, and the Lord ſhall be near for my helper. 


When his parents had prayed with him again, | 
ne jaid, come now dear father and mother, and 


«iſs me, I know that | ſhall die. 1 
. Farewell, dear father and mother, farewell 


dear ſiſter, farewell all. Now ſhall I go to heaven 


unto God and Jeſus Chriſt, and the holy angels: 
Father, know you not what is faid by Feremah : 


| Hlefled is he who truſteth in the Lord? Now I 


truſt in him, and he will bleis me. And in 17% 
2. it is ſaid, Little children love not the <warld, for the 
Tcorld paſſeth away. | | | 5 


7. Away then all that is in the world, away with | 


all my pleaſant things in the world: away with my 
cagger, for where I go, there is nothing to do 
with daggers and ſwords : men fhall not fight there, 
but praiſe God. Away with all my books ; there 


|  ſJhall I know ſufficiently, and be learned in all | 


things of true wiſdom, without books. 


8. His father being touched to hear his child 


ſpeak at this rate, could not well tell what to ſay; 
but, my dear child, the Lord will be near thee, 


and uphold thee. 


9. Yea, father (ſaid he) the Apoſile Peter ſaid, 


Gcd reſiſteth the proud, but he giveth grace to 
the humble. I ſhall humble my ſelf under the 


mighty hand of God, and he fliall kelp me and : 


lift me up. 
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10. O my dear child, faid his father, haſt thou 
ſo ſtrong a faith. 


11. Yes, ſaid the child, God hath given me ſo 


ſtrong a faith upon himſelf, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
that the devil himſelf ſhall flee from me, for it is 


ſaid, He who bclicveth in the Son hath everlaſting 


* lie, and he hath overcome the wicked one. Now 

I believe in Jeſus Chriſt my redeemer, and he will 
not leave or forſake me, but ſhall give unto me 
cternal life, and then ſhall I ſing, Holy, e holy, 


is the Lord of Sabbath. 
12. Then with a ſhort word of prayer, Lord be 


merciful to me a poor linner, he quietly breathed | 
out his ſoul, and ſweetly ſlept in Jelus,when he was 
5 about ſeven years old. 


„% bh | 


that when he was two years and eight months old, 
| 2 3 he 


EXAMPLE XIII. 


o 
oben he was very young; with many emi- 


nent paſſages of his life, and joyful death, 
when he was eleven gears and three guar- 
ters old. 


1055 eee was bork in . in the year: 


1654, his father was a Dutch merchant ; he 


was pioully educated under his virtuous mother, | 


and ſoon began to fuck in divine things with | no 
{mall delight | 
2. The firſt thing very -oblervabi e in him was, 
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| he could f peak as well as other children do uſual 
; 17 at five years old. 
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. His parents judging, that he was then a little 


too young to ſend out to ſchool, let him have his 
Liberty to play a little about home. 
of playing, he found out a ſchool of his own 
accord hard by, and went to the ſchool miſtreſs, 
and intreated her to teach him to read; and 
ſo he went for ſome time to ſchool without the 
| knowledge of his parents, and made a very great 
_ Progreſs in his learning, and was able to read diſ- 
— before moſt children are able to know their 
letters. 


But inſtead 


4. He was 9005 to aſk many ſerious and wei ighty 


| queſtions, about matters which concerned his foul I 
and eternity. | 


5. His mother being g greally troubled upon the 


1 deach of one of his uncles, this child came to his 
mother, and ſaid, mother, though my uncle be 
dead, doth not the ſcriptures ſay, he muſt riſe 
again; yea, and I muſt die, and ſo muſt every bo- | 
dy, and it will not be long before Chriſt will come 
to judge the world, and then we ſhall ſee one ano- 
ther again, I pray mother, do not weep ſo much. | 
This grave counſel he gave his mother, when he 
was not quite five years old, by which her ſorrow 
for her brother was turned into admiration at her 
child, and ſhe was made to fit ſilent and quiet 
under that ſmarting ſtroke. | 


6. After this, his parents removed to Aberdeen 


in Scotland, and ſettled their child under an able 
ſchool-maſter there, whoſe cuſtom was upon the 
Lord's day in the morning, to examine his ſcholars 

concerning the ſermons that they had heard the for- 
mer Lord's day, and to add ſome other queſtions 
Which might try the underſtanding and Cn - 


5 


of his- ſcholars. His niaſter was ofte 1 amazed at 
this child's anſwers, and took an opportunity to go 

to his mother, to thank her for inſtructing her ſon 

fo well; but ſhe replied, that he improved in his 

underſtanding, not only by her inſtructions, but 

by his own reading and obſervation. . 


7. He was a child that was extraordinary in qu. 


ſitive, and full of good queſtions, and very careful 
to obſerve and remember what he heard. . 


8. He had a great hatred of whatſoever he knew ß | 


to be diſpleaſing to God, and he was ſo greatly 
concerned for the honour of God, that he would 

be much diſpleaſed if any groſs fins were com- 

mitted beſore him. And he had a deep ſenſe of the 
worth of ſouls, and was not a little grieved when _ 
he ſaw any do that which he knew was dangerous 
„,, V 
9. One day ſeeing one of his near relations come 
into his father's houſe diſtempered with drink, as 
he thought, he quickly went very ſeriouſly to him, 


and wept over him, that he ſhould ſo offend God 
and hazard his ſoul, and begged of him to ſpend 


his time better than in drinking and gaming; and 
this he did, without any inſtruction from his pa- 
rents, but from an inward principle of grace, and 
love to God and ſouls, as it is verily believed. 
10. When he was at play with other children, he 
would be oftentimes putting in ſome word to keep 
them from naughty talk, or wicked actions; and if 
any did take the Lord's name in vain, or do any | 
thing unbecoming of a good child, they ſhould 
ſoon hear of it from him; nay, once hearing a boy 


3 ſpeak very profanely, and that after two or three 


admonitions he would not forbear, nor go out of 
his company neither, he was ſo tranſported with 
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zeal, that he could not forbear falling upon him, 


do beat him, but his mother chiding of him for it, 
he ſaid, that he could not endure to hear the name 


of God ſo abuſed by a wretched boy. This is ob- 
ſerved not to vindicate the act, but to take notice 


of his zeal. 
11. He was 2 child that took great delight ir in 
the company of good men, and eſpecially mini- 
ſters and ſcholars ; and if he had any leiſure time, 
he would improve it by vifiting of tuch, whoſe 
diſcourſe might make him wiſer and better; and 
When he was in their ſociety, to be ſure his talk 
was more like a chriſtian and a ſchelar than a 
child. 5 
12. One day after ſchcol-time was over, he yy 


Mr. Andrea Kent (ore of the minifters of Aber deen) 


a viſit, and aſked him ſeveral ſolid queitions ; - but 
the good min aſked him ſome queſilons out of his 
catechiſm: and finding him not ſo ready in the 
_ anſwer: as he ſhould have. been, did a little reprove 
him, and old him, that he muſt be ſure to get his 
catechiſm perfectly by heart: the child took the re- 
proof very well, and went home and ſet very cloſe 
to his catechiſm, and never loft it till he got it by 

heart; and not only ſo, but he would be enquire 
ing into the tenſe and meaning of it. 


13. He was o greatly taken with his catechiſm, 


that he was not content to learn it himſelf, but he 
would be putting others upon learning it alſo, eſ- 


pecially thoſe that were ncareſt to him; he could 


not be ſatisfied till he had perſuaded the tervants 
to learn it, and when they were at work, he would 
be fill following them with iome good queition or 
other; ſo that the child ſeemed to be taken up 
with the thoughts of his ſoul, God's honour, and 
ms 3 of others. | 


x4. He 
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's 14. He was aconſcientious obſerver of the Lord's 
k day, ſpending all the time either in ſecret prayer, 
e || or reading the ſcriptures, and good books; learn- 
= ing of his catechiſm, and hearing the word of 


e | God, and publick duties; and was not only care- 
I ful in the performance of thoſe duties himſelf, 

| but was ready to put all that he knew upon a 
- ſtrict obſervation of the Lord's day, and was ex- 
> | ceedingly grieved at the profanation of it. One 
e | Lord's day a ſcrvant of his fa her's going out of 
d the houſe upon an extraordinary occaſion, to 
"| 
a 


fetch ſomething that was wanted, he took on ſo 

_ - bitterly, that he could ſcarce be pacified, becauſe 

|| that holy day was ſo abuſcd (as he thought) in 
d his father's houſe. | SE 


) | _ 15. When he was between ſix and ſeven years 

it | old, it pleaſed God to afflit him with ſore eyes, 

is | which was no imall grief to him, becauſe it kept 

e him from ſchool, which he loved as well as many 

e boys do their play; and that which was worſe, ne 

is was commanded by the doctor not to read any boot 
- whatſoever at home. But O how was this poor 


e Child grievcd, that he might not have liberty to read 

y the holy ſcriptures! and for all their charge he 

would get by himſelf, and ſtand by the window and 
read the bible and other good books; yea, he was 

1 fo greedy of reading the ſcriptures, and took ſo 

e | much delight in them, that he would ſcarce allow r 

ſ. | himfelt time to dreſs himſelf ; for reading the word 

d of God was his great delight. Yea, though he had 

s been beat for ſtudying ſo much, yet judging it 

d ] God's command that he ſhould give himſelf up to 

r 

P 

4 


reading, he could not be beat off from it, till he 
was ſo bad that he had like never to have recovered 


his fight more. 


156. It was his practice to be much by himſelf in 


r 
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ſecret prayer; and he was careful to manage chat 


work, fo as that it might be as ſecret as poſſibly it 


could be, but his frequency and conſtancy made it 
to be eaſily obſerved; upon which, one time, one 
| —_— a great mind to know what this ſweet babe 
prayed for, got into a place near him, and heard 
him very earneſtly praying for the church of God, 
deſiring that the kingdom of the goſpel might be 
fpread over the whole world, and that the kingdom 
of grace migi.t more and more come into the hearts 
of God's people, and that the kingdom of glory 
might be haſtened. He was wont to continue half 
an hour, ſometimes an hour, upon his knees to- 
JJJJJJVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV 
17. He was much above the vanities that moſt 
children are taken with, and was indeed too much 
above this world to live long in it. 
18. He was very humble and modeſt, and did 
by no means affect fineneſs in apparel, but hated 


any thing more than neceſſaries either in cloatks 


J 8 
19. When he perceived either his brother or ſiſ- 


ter pleaſed with their new cloaths, he would, with 


a great deal of gravity, reprove their folly, and 
When his reproof ſignified little, he would bewail 
JJ) 8 
20. Once he had a new ſuit brought him, 

Which, when he looked on, he found ſome rib- 
bons at the knees, at which he was grieved, aſk- 
him warm? No, child, ſaid his mother: Why then, 
ſaid he, do you ſeffer them to be put here? you are 
miſtaken, if you think ſuch things pleaſe me: and, 
I doubt, ſome that are better than us, may want 
hs money that this coſt you, to buy them 


oe; is es a a a i is th 


ing his mother, Whether thoſe things would keep | 
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21. He would intreat his mother to have a care 
of gratifying a proud humour in his brother and 
filters, he did tell them of the danger of pride, and 
howylittle reaſon they had to be proud of that which 
was their ſhame: for, ſaid he, if it had not been 


for ſin, we ſhould have had no need of cloaths. 


22. At leiſure times he would be talking to his 
ſchool-fellows about the things of God, and urge 


the neceſſity of a holy life. This text he much ſpoke 


about to them; e axe is laid to the root of the tree, 


and every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, is 
 hewn down and caſt into the fire. Every mother's _ 


child of us, that doth not bring forth the fruit of 


good works, ſhall ſhortly be cut down with the axe 


of God's wrath, and caſt down into the fire of hell, 
and this he ſpake like one that believed and felt the 
power of what he ſpake, and not with the leaſt vi- 

ſibility of a childiſh levity of ſpirit. This was 


when he was between ſeven and eight years old, 
aud if he perceived any children unconcerned about 

their ſouls, he would be greatly troubled at it. 
23. After this his parents removed not far from 
Tondon, where he continued till that dreadful year 
ſixty- five; he was then ſent to the Latin ſchool, 
Where he ſoon made a very conſiderable progreſs, 


and was greatly beloved of his maſter ; the ſchoal _ 
was his beloved place, and learning his recreation. 
He was never taught to write, but took it of his 


own ingenuity. _ 


24. He was exceeding dutiful to his parents, and 


5 never did in the leaſt diſpute their commands (ex- 


cept when he thought they might croſs the com- 
mand of God) as in the forementioned buſineſs of 
reading the ſcriptures when his eyes were ſo bad. 


25. He was exceedingly contented with any 1 0 
mean diet, and to be ſurg he would not touch * 5 


40 A Token” 


of any thing till he had begged God's bleſſing 


upon it. 4 
26. He would put his brother and ſiſter upon 
their duties, and obſerved them whether they per- 
ſormed them or no, and when he ſaw any neglect, 
he would ſoon warn them; it he ſaw any of them 


take a ſpoon into their hands before he had cra- 
ved a bleſſing, he aid, that is juſt like a hog in- 


— 


27. His fiſter was afraid of the darkneſs, and 


would ſometimes cry upon this account; he toid 


ber ſhe muſt fear God more, and ſhe ueed then be 


_ atraid of nothing. ns e 
28. He would humbly put his near relations upon 
their duty, and minding the concerns of their ſouls 
and eternity, with more ſericuſneſs and life, and to 
have a care of doing that which was for the diſho- 
nour of God, and the hazard of the foul. 
2289. He was of a compaſſionate and charitabie 
_ diſpoſition, and very pitiful to the poor, or any that 


were in diſtreſs, but his greateſt pity was to poor | 


fouls; and as well as he could he would be putting 
children, play-fellows, ſervants, and neighoours 
upon mirding their precious fouls. _ - 


30. One notable inftance of his true charity, 1 


cannot omit. A certain Turk was by the provi- 


_ dence of God caſt into the lace where he lived, 
which this ſweet child hearing of, had a creat pity 


to his ſoul, and ſtudied how he might be any way 
inſtrumental to do it good]; atlaſthiding a man that 


_ underſtood the language of the I uzk, he uf. d means 


to get them together, which he at laſt procured ; the 
_ firit thing that he did. was to put his friend upon 
_ diſcourfmngwith the Turk about hi: principles, whe- 
ther he acknowledged a Deity, which the Turk 
_ owning z the next thing he enquired was, Whas 


SM 


he thought of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? at which the 


Turk was troubled, and put off the diſcourſe, and 
laid, he was thirſty and hungry; which the child 
be: ag informed of, by the interpreter, immediately 
went to a brew- houſe near at hand (his own houſe 
being far off] and did intreat the maſter of it to 
give kim ſome beer for the Turk, and the argument 
he uſed was this, Sir, here is a poor ſtranger that 
is a-thirlt, we know not where we may be caſt be- 
=_ we . he then went to another place, and 
begged food for him, uſing the fame argument aa 
before; but his friends hearing of it, were angry 
with him, but he told them he did it for a poor 
ſtranger that was far from home, and he did it that 
he might think che better of the chriſtians, and the 2 


chriſtian religion. 


31. He would have a ſavoury word to ſay to 
every one that he converſed with, to put them in 

mind of the worth of Chriſt, and their: ſouls; and 
their nearneſs to eternity. Inſomuch that good 
people took no ſmall pleaſure in his company. The 
taylor that made his cloaths would keep them the _ 


longer before he breught them home, that he might 


have the benefit of his ſpiritual and chriſtian ſociety, . 


and more frequent viſits. 


32. He bewaiicd the miſerable condition of tha 
gencrality cf mankind (when he was about ten years 
old) that were utterly eſtranged from God, though 
they called him father, yet they were his children 
only by creation, and not by any likeneſs they had 


to God, or intereſt in him. 


33: Thus he continued walking in the ways of 


God, ingaged in reading, praying, hearing the 


word of God, and ſpiritual diſcourte, diſcovering 
{| thereby his ſerious thoughts of eternity. . 
34- He had an earneſt defire, if! it ir might be the 


Lord's 
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Lord's good pleaſure, to give himſelf up to the 
Lord in the work of the miniſtry, if he ſhould live, 
and this out of a dear love to Chriſt, and ſouls. 

35. He was (next to the bible) moſt taken with 
reading of the reverend Mr. Baxter's works, eſpe- 
_ cially his Saints Everlaſiing Reſt; and truly the 
thoughts of that reſt, and eternity, ſeemed to ſwal- 
low up all other thoughts; and he lived in a con- 
ſtant preparation for it, and looked more like one 

that was ripe for glory, than an inhabitant of this 
oo ED 1 
36. When he was about eleven years and three 
quarters old, his mother's houſe was vifited with the 
plague ; his eldeſt ſiſter was the firſt that was taken 
with this diſtemper, and when they were praying 
for her, he would ſob and weep bitterly. 1 55 
37. As ſoon as he perceived that his fiſter was 


 _ dead, he ſaid, the will of the Lord be done; bleſ- 
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ſed be the Lord; dear mother, ſaid he, you muſt 
do as David did, after the child was dead, he went 
and refreſhed himſelf, and quietly ſubmitted to the 
JJ 8 
38. The reſt of the family held well for about 
ſourteen days, which time he ſpent in religious du- 
ties, and preparing for his death; but ſtill his fa- 
vourite book was The Saints Reft, which he read 
with great attention, er obſervations 
cout of it in writing, for his ewn uſe. He wrote 
ſeveral divine meditations of his own, upon ſeveral 
Iubjects; but that which ſeemed moſt admirable 
was, A meditation on the excellency of Chriſt. He 
Was never well but when he was more immediately 
engaged in the ſervice of Ge. 
39. At fourteen days end he was taken fick, at 
Which he ſeemed very patient and chearful ; yet 
_ ſometimes he would ſay that his pain was great. 
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her head, at whick he 
dangerous? She anſwered, yea child; he aſked 


again whether ſhe thought him ſo ? ſhe anſwered 
nothing; well, ſaid he, I pray let me have Mr. 
Baxter's book, that I may read a little more of 
eternity before I go into it. His mother told him 

that he was not able to read; he ſaid that he was; 


however, then pray by me, and for me.; his mother 


anſwered, that the was ſo fall of grief, that ſhe could 
not pray now, but ſhe deſired to hear him pray his 


laſt prayer. 


41. His mother aſked him whether he were wil- 
ling to die and leave her? he anſwered, yes, 1 


am willing to leave you and go to my heavenly fa- 


ther. His mother anſwered, child, if thou hadſt but 
an aſſurance of God's love, I ſhould not be ſo 


much troubled. | 


42. He anſwered and ſaid to his mother, Iam 
aſſured, dear mother, that my fins are forgiven, and 
that I ſhall go to heaven, for, ſaid he, here ſtood 
an angel by me, that told me I ſhould quickly be 


in glory. _ 


43. At this his mother burſt forth into tears, O : 
mother, ſaid he, did you but know what joy L 
feel, you would not weep, but rejoice, I tell you 


I am ſo full of comfort, that I can't tell you how 


Iam; O mother, I ſhall preſently have my head 
in my father's boſom, and J ſhall be there, where 
the four and twenty elders caſt down their crowns and 


ing hallelujah, glory and praiſe, to him that ſits upon 


| the throne, and unto the lamb for ever. 


44. Upon this his ſpeech began to fail him, but 
his ſoul ſeemed ſtill to be taken up with glory, and 


nothing now grieved him but the ſorrow that he 


Law his mother to be in for his death ; a little to 


divert 


1 . 
40. His mother looking upon his brother, ſnook 
aſk if his brother were 
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divert his mother, he aſked her what ſhe had to ſup- 
per, but preſently, in a kind of divine rapture, he 
cried out, O what a ſweet ſupper have I making 
ready for me in glory. | b 
45. But ſeeing all this did rather increaſe than 
allay his mother's grief, he was more troubled, 
and aſked her what ſhe meant thus to offend God, 
= know you not that it is the hand of the almighty ? 
_ Humble your/iif unto the mighty hand of God, lay 
| yourſelf in the duſt, and kiſs the rod of God, and 
let me ſee you do it in token of your ſubmiſſion to 
the will of God, and bow before him. Upon 
which, 1 himſelf up a little, he gave a lowly 
bo, and ſpoke no more, but went chearfully and 
triumphantly to reſt, in the boſom of Jeſus, 
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